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VNTO THE REVEREND FATHER 
in God'and honourable Lord, Nicholas Ridley, bi- 
ſhop of London,hjs bumble Richard Phinch che vnwor- 


thic miaultcr to the {inall congregation of Eaſtiam , witherh 
grace, pcacc, and health, wichincreaſe of godlincfic in Ielu 
the onely health and peace-maker,&c. 


FT FrerTpercciued (very reuerend father) 
{that your good: trauell amongeſt vs had 
notlo good ſucceſſe, asthe ynfairhtull 8 
A luperfluous doinges of other ſometimes 
1 doe obtaine, I notonely muſed with my 
ſelfe what ſhould be the cauſe, but allo ſtudicd with 
my whole indeuour to do that lay in mc,thoughnot a- 
ble to helpe good affaires forward, yer at thelcalt, not 
to hinder them, For certaine oucrthwart perſons(pre- 
tcdingto cleaue carneſtly ynto the faith of the church, 
when in very deed they do nothing els but ſticke vnto 
their owne wils in folowing euill cultome)coueted di- 
uers wayes toobſcure thepraile of your diligent labor, 
Being moued thereto partly becauſe you examined the 
by the ſcriptures, and partly for that you gaue in your 
viſitation inunCtions to take away the principall mo- 
numents of ſuperſtitions, cucn the altars of the po- 
piſh maſſe, 

Ah God helpe, to be tried by the Goſpel, vvas a 
firange matter vnto them that were occupied onely in 
their pye portuaſe and ordinalles, but more ſtrange 
vnto them that were woontto heare of nothing at viſi» 
cations but of paying of mony, and molt ſtrange vnto 
them that wereneuer examined before , not ſo much 
as whether they belecucd inGod orno, 

This vawont maner & ftrangencſſe made your godly 
indenors, of ſome not to be ſo thankfully receiued (al- 
beit of the honeſt moſtthankfully taken) as they woor- 
thely deſerued of all : infomuch that for my part I 
hearkened for nothing but for ſome congratulation of 
my brethren toward you: and the people looked for 
A2 reformation 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
reformation of enormities, tor the open pumſhment 
of great crime,and for the plainelerting forth of Gods 
word & preaching of the lame after your viſitation,Bur 
as Thaue heard nothing ofthe one (honeſt perſons cx 
cepted) ſo do the people vvait (til for the other,Wher- 
fore (to ſpeake (imply) I thinke God - 1% won 
the omiſs1on of the one vvith the lofle of the other, for 

raiſe hath bcene vvont to follovy vertue, as the sha« 
dovv doth the body. 

Furthermore, thatnoble kingof famous memory, 
no lcſſeprudent then godly minded, king Henry the 8. 
put forthvntoys in the yerect curLord 1 5 36.a booke 
of articles, vvherein the {1gnification of ce:taine cere= 
monies{vvhich before vvere done)he plzizly declared 
ſenſing,kneeling,offering toimages, & vvorſhiping of 


D "pegs bans -* 
the ſame vvere forbid,and alfo the name ofpurg ito 


vyas cleane taken avvay, But hovv thankefully thoſe | 


things vvere then of ſome receiued, their ſettug forth 
& teaching of theſame plainly ſheyved. I do vvell re- 
member that many vyere as loth,then to forgoe tiheyr 
purgatory, as they be novy ynvvilling to take dovvne 
their altars,the monuments of the ſame : & that it was 
as ſtrangeathing to ſay on Aſhvvedneſday Memento 
bor ,0,cc. mEnglith (notvvithſtanding the ſaid booke 
c carticles vvilling the ſame) as it 15 novv to be exami- 
ned in the Nevyv teſtament by a godly biſhop , Inthe 
ſame ycre alſo came forth godly innunQtions comman- 
ding parents and gouernours to teach their youthche 
Lords prayer,the Articles ofthefaith, & the comande- 
ments ofalmighty God in English, vvhich themſelues 
nad not learned, & therfore the curats vvere chargedta 
recite one clauſe or article one day, & anotheron ano. 
ther day of the ſame, vntill the vyhole vverc learned, 
This yere likevviſe by the auchority ofthe ſame jniun.. 
CQions,the Bible, Gods booke vyas ſet yp inthe quiere, 
to be read both in Latine and English, vvhich thither 
vvas fo yvell vyelcome, ſomuchregarded, and fo dili- 


gently 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
gently ſtudied, that he had good leaucto depart fiom 
thence into the body of the church, | 

For inthe yeare ot our Lord God. 1 5 38, the magi= 
ſtrates were faine torenew the ſame 1niunttions and 
ſpeake more plainely, who commanded the ſaid Gods 
booke to bee ſet vpin ſome conucnient place in the 
Church , and no man to be diſcouraged trom reading 
ofthe ſame in Engliſh. They charged all curatesagaine 
to teach the Lordes praier, the articles ofthe faith,and 
the commandementes of God, and that they ſhoulde 
examine euerie perſoncommung to auriculer confeſsi- 
on, in theſame, and heare them ſay the Lordes praier, 
the articles &c-particularly, And alfomake or cauſe to 
be made one ſermon euerie quartcr in euerie one of 
their cures, O Lord God, what an eycſore &torment 
of minde was this vnto them that were obſtinate and 
wayward : but what a{wecte comforte to the ſimple 
that were willing to disburden their conſcience? If god 
had then, as he hath now, ſent vs ſome godly learned 
Biſhops that vyoulde haue taken paines to viſite their 
cures, and to haue examined howe theſe matters had 
gone forward, they ſhould haue perceaned many afalſe 
caſt to haue bin plaied vnder the couerlet in the ſhif- 
ting houſes, And ſome ſimple folke woulde haue aide 
that their ghoſtles fathers had giuen them counſel] to 
ſtick vnto their old primer,and to bewarcof the newe, 
and ſpecially of the teſtamenr, 

Diuers proclamations about this time werealſo ſet 
forth,concerning Gods matters, butalas they were ſo 
vnwillingly handled,and fo vnthanktully receaucd, that 
God had almoſt taken his word from vs againe, At the 
I ength about the yeare of our Lord God x 5 44.theſuf- 
frages were put forth in engliſh, which likewiſe were ſo 
wel welcome to ſome that the kings maicftie then was 
conſtrained to write vnto ccrtaine preiates concerning 
the ſame, whome he aduertiſed, not to beſo flacke in 
putting the ſaid praiers in praQiſe, as they were inſet- 

| A  tivg 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ting forth hisformer articles & iniuntions, Thus God 
hich wrouzht amoag vs by alictle andalitle to bring 
vs to knowledge, that at the legth vve might willingly 
embrace his holy word, Againz, forſomuch as of late 
Gods booke was in ſome places almolt forgot, in ſome 
laces runne out of the churchintothe chancel to hide 
fimſelſe am2ngelt the popiſh bookes , and of ſome fo 
fatly laid vp,that a man might wright 'vpon him wich 
his -havn » Eccenunc inpulere dormio , Thecefore al- 
mightie God moued the heart of our moſte naturall 
liege Lord anddearely beloued myyden king,to lift vp 
the lam2 Gods booke once again out of the duſt, Who 
1athe ycareof our Lord God 1 547- ſet foorth by hys 
royall viſitation godly homilies,the paraphraſe of that 
learned father Eraſmys,tothe great comfort ofthe ſim< 
ple that be willing tolearne,& alſo godly iniunCtions, 
meaning thereby to root vp all ſuperſtition,abuſe,and 
1dolatry,& to ſet vp gods word in their place. Where- 
in he commanded not onely to take awaie all ſuperſti- 
tion. and idolatrie, but to take away; and vytterly to 
extinguiſh and deſtroy all monuments of ſuperſtition 
& idolacric,cap.28, But how diligently putoffes haue 
praRiſed theirpollicie , to hinder this his godly pur- 
ole : itis better ro lament it with teares, then to re- 
61% it in-letters. Laſt of all, to pur all outofdoubr, 
and to make a perteCt concord, we haue a booke of co- 
mon prater with an order in! the ſame for reading of 
Gods booke ſetforthin Engliſh by the ſame auRhort- 
tie, and ſtabliſhed by at ofparliament. Andleaſt anic 
perſon would be ſo foolish & mad to lookefor the ro- 
mish ragges againe, one ſtatute at the laſt parliament 
abolisherh and condemneth for euer all other popish 
bookes of the old ſeruice. Notwithſtanding ſome peo- 
ple be yet daſed inthoſe Gods matters that they know 
not vvhat to doe , Maruaile not therefore (deare fa- 
ther) though the vngodly forte doe miſconſter , and 
cull] interpret your godly trauaile, For they cric ra 2 
ayy 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory , 
law,they muſt hauc a law tolcad them frem everic ſu- 
pcrſtition by name, els they vvill not obey, But it they 
louedobedience, quietneſ{c,and had but one ſparke of 
reuerend feare either toward God or their prince,or a- 
nie defire of godly knovvledge, there hath inough and 
inough againe bin ſaid,cocerning matters of re)1gion, 
and alſoſct f5rth,both by order and law, 

There bearticles inough,iniunions inough,procla- 
mations inough, commandements inough, exhortati- 
ons inough,leſſons inough, and lavves inough, if they 
vere ynder{ioode, vvillingly embraced & reuercntly 
obeyed. Albeit for them that beſelf vvilled,frovvard, 
contentious,oblitinat,& dul barred, nothing vvil ſerue, 
Therfore to none may bebetter applied this prophecy 


of Efay,then vntothele, Who ſanh, T hey thar be ſuch Efay-28. 


muſt hawe afier one leſſon, another leſſon : after one com- 
mandement another commandement: after onernle,ano= 
ther rule: after one inſtruttion,another mſtruflion:there a 
ltle, & there alitle,For he that ſpeaketh unto this people, 
is enen as one that vſethrudeneſſe of ſpeecheye+ aſtrange 
language. If anie man ſay wnto them, loe, this is the reſt 

wherwnh ye may eaſe hym that 15 wearieghis is the refre= 
ſring they will not harken. T herfore the word of the Lord, 
leſſon vpon leſſon, commandement vppon commandement, 
rule vpon rule, inſtru tion vponinſtruttion, there alntle, 
and there a litle ſhalbe vnto them an occa(ion of ſtumbling 
that they may goe on,and fal backward be bruſed, tangled, 
ard ſnared. Wherefore heare the worde of the Lord, yee 

mockers, ye that haue rule of this people. O vyould God 
I might haue ouerleapt this {cmcece that goeth before, 
that wſtly rovy it mightnot beſaid,7T hey are ont of the 

way by reaſon of wyne , yea farre out of the way are they 
ty reaſon of ftrong drinke, The things (my moſte reue- 
rend father) haue inforced me to preſume to doe that 
vvhich is aboue the ſtrength both of my vvir ardlear- 
ning, Futnot abcue my good vvill, that is, to colle& 

out of Gcds ſcriptures, a ſimple and plaine manifeſta- 

tion 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 2 
don ofthe Church in Englizh, or a manifeſt opening of 
Shevving of the Church, naming ic the Epiphamie, be- 


cauſe that vvord (albct borrovred of the Grecians )ts | 
frequented already among vs engliſh men in the ſame | 


ſizuficatio1, The obſcuricie, miſunderſtanding and 


iznorance onely of this argument & articlc,hath bene | 
and alſo is thecauſe of much obſtinacie, contention, | 


and diſobedience, For vntill it pleaſed almightie God # 
to open vntome by his holy ſpirit and vvorde,thisar- | 
-icletcredo ecclefiamereguviththe right meaning of the ? 
ſameaccording to the ſcriptures :1 vvas as tifte in the | 
popish traditions (taking them for good cuſtomes and | 


ceremonies of the fathers) as I amnow earneſt in Gods 


booke,and taught them vvith ſo good a zcale(burtnot 3 
according to knovvledge ) asI doe novv the Goſpell, | 
Wherefore taking of the ſame remedy vvherof I tooke | 
hurt, cuen of Credo eccle/iam, as they that be hurt of 


ſcorpions be vvoont to do,1 can do no leſle but yvrite 
and ſet forth the ſame, vnto and for ſuch as be ftoong 
vvith the ſame ſting,and venomed vvith the ſame pot- 
ſon, Whoſenature1s, not to hurt but vyhere it findeth 
bloud. No more {Tedo eccleſiam hurteth but ſuche as 
cleaue too much to humaine reaſon and naturall vvitz 
I truſt they vvill not miſlike that thing that loue con= 
ſtraineth me to doc fortheir ſakes, It they doe, they 
$hall fiad me as readie todefend the ſane by the word 
of god againlt all popish bablinges , as Thaue beneto 
vvrite it, So that your godly learning miſlikethit not, 
vnto vyhome vvith all other godly learned, I humbly 
ſubmit the ſame, beſecching you to accept in good 
part my {mall induftrie, as the firſt fruites of my pen 
and iudge thereof as god shall put in your minde, to 
vvhome be all thanke, praiſe and glory, e-Amen, 


Tour bumble,Richard Phinchs 


= M p, 7 IPA X » 7 
Kar WEN: Kees. 1 


LOSSESTEILENS 


CTHE EPIPHANIE OF THE 
CHVRCH, 


Crauſe J couct rather to 
profite with homely and 


a | playn ſpecch, then to pleaſe 
ie 3 vith Cweete & faire wozds; 
c | 2} J will ſpeake liberally, but 
d } pct ſimply of the Church, 
ls | ko2 their ſakes, and vnto 
x i them that be deceated with 
L cull cultome, bewttched 
e | | with poptſh tuglings, char: 
f | med with mens inuentions, and begntlcd with their owne 
e wittes, which reſiſt the trueth of Gods holy wozd, kicke a« 
o gainlt the pzicke, and grope at noone, and cannot ſee the 
B light fo2 the ſunne ; Jn whoſe mouth is euer Churche, 
h Church, whoſe feete are daply wandzing vnto the church, 
s i and their epcs galing continuallyvpon the Church,yet can 
es i thep neyther finde no? ſce the Church, becauſe themſelues 
_— be none of the Church, 

y | TWahat is ſomuch alleadged of the babling papiſtes% 
d i what ſo oft frequented of the common people 4 and ſo ma: 
» | nifeft in allmens eyes, as the Church # Notwithanding 
, i foz want of teachers of the Scriptures, few doe know the 
/ þ Church : Suchisthe knowledge among the lilly people, 
i i inverte manie Churches now a dayes, 

a | Church i the Engliſh Bible, is commonly called con- church bath 
= gregation, Fo ecc/e/;4 a wozde bozrowed of the Greeke divers ſignifi= 


a toonge , which map be tranſlated into Engliſhe , epther cations: 
F Church oz congregation, 
Church with vs, is acommon wozde, ſignifipng the 
B place, 


TheEpiphanie 
Church (igni. place,as well a8congregation,whereunto the ſame aſſent- 
ficcthrh2 =leth toz (ome honeſt oz godly purpole . Jt is wiitecnthae 
placeof = all the people were gathered togither , which made 
Fins, . Mcirprayersall the mghtlong in the Church . Dur 
* .. commonplaces.appopnted fo2 pzayer, pzeaching, and ad- 
miniſtration ofthe ſacraments, be ſo well knowne by this 
name Church, that there needech no example hereof, 
churchfenj.  Df9®©whiles Church lignifieth thewhole multituve of 
he >""- people, both of good and bad congregate togither, Df this 
companic of We read, that the people ſpake to Moy ſes, ſaping, Why 
goodand haue you brought the Church of the Lord vnto this 
bad, wilderaeſſe, that both wee and our cattell ſnould die 
Numb.zo. 1n = _ Sooke nd Os 
| Church betokeneth the elect peop donely, 
_ 4 5"'" whereof the wiſe manſapth, The children of n+ 
cictof God arethe Church of the righteous, and their exerciſe is 
onely. obedience and loue.Yolp Paxl ſpeaking of this Church 
Feeleſ3, Caith, Ye husbandesloue your wiues,cuen as Chriſt alſo 
Epics, Joued the Church,and gaue himſelfe for it,to ſanRifie 
it, and clenſed it in the fountaine of water, thorow the 
word to make it ynto himſelf a glorious congregation 
without ſpot or wrinckle or any ſuch ing tan that it 
ſhould be holy and without blame. 
Eccleſizfig- * Alſothere ts acongregatton of the wicked, called by 
nifiyngthe the name of Churche, which (fo2 that they outwardly 
mulitude of pzofelle the ſame religion, pzetend to haue the ſame goſpel, 
PCInzs andtovſetheſameſacramentes withthe Church)be called 
Efay. 3. in Scripture , Church , whome God permitteth ſome- 
Marh.2zr, Cfines forule ouer the people fo2 their ſinnes :For the vn- 
Ivhn-s, godltneſſe of the people , doth God make an hypocrite 
TOI ww raione ouer them, 
| a TAherefoze they that crie ſo much , the Chitrche, che 
Church , and aTirme ftiffely that the Church cannot erre, 
and dae not declare what Church they doe meane, doc buc 
caſt a miſt befo2e the ſimple vnlearned peoples eyes, to 
bltnd the: withall,co the end themſclues might the cleaner 
conttep 
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of the Church. 


contey their iugling caſtes, Let them therefoze ( fn Gods 
holy name) ſhew vnto vz plainly in ſimple wozdes, wiat 
Church they doe ſpcake of , whether of the Churche of 
Chiilt , 02eiſeof the Churche of Antichziſt, So doing 
men will beout of doubt che ſooner, trueth will come co 
light,and bzawling willceaſc,foz verie Chaiſtians loue noc 
contention. 


The Chirch of Antichult, which is worthily called the Ghurche of 


Church malignant, oz the congregation of the wicked,and 
may be called the man of ſinne, childe of perdition , hypo: 
crite,#c.cannot but erre , what fayze ſhewe ſocuer they 
make, 

The Church of Jeſus Chaift, which is his onelp doue 


Anrichiiſh- 


Church of [es 


and ſpowſe,ſficking vnto the wopd of tructh, vnleparable, ſus Chriſt. 


and couerned byhis holp ſpirite , cannot erre danmably, 
althoughſhe be crode downe vider feete of the wozld, and 
ſceme to be out ofcountenance, 

Thele two be coutrarte the one to the other, betweene 
whome there 1s as much difference,as is betweene ſawer 
and ſweete,darkeneſle andlight, euill and good, Notwithz 
ſtanding the wozld (nat able to perceauethe difference, noz 
make dilfinction betweene them, but blinded with exlcu: 
ſtome andche multicude) caketh them fox the other,becauſe 
here in this life thep be mingled cogithcr as the good ft- 
ſhes are mix with the bad, the goates with the ſheepe,and 
the chaffe with the cozne,ſo that thep be not openly known 
vnto men at the firlk ſight, 320 maruatle, fo2 Sathan him- 
ſelfe is changed into the Angel of light, and his mini- 
ſters faſhion themſelues,as though they were the minis 
ſers ofrighteouſneſſe. Aiſa woolues clothe themſelues 


2.Cor-1 I. 


in Sheepes clothing. Yec is Sathanadeuill ſtill, and hyg Math-7- 


minilters are deceiptfull wozkers, and a woolfe adeuourer 
of ſheepe, which at length bewzateth himlſelfe by his taile, 
and bloudſhedding,CUhereas the bloud of Jelus Chilt is 
knowne by the ſpirtte of crueth, and by paciently ſuffermg 
fo: his wow , | 

Which 


B 3 


2.Cor-12- 


AR.20, 


Tohn.14. 


Iohn.15 16. 


Lukc,24. 


The Epiphanie 
CUhich ſpirit & word be the ſure anchozs,guids,and rite of 
the ſane, andnot Rome, noz Pecer, though Sathan pzc- 
tcndeth neucr ſo antient a title, 
If Chulſt had appoynted his Churche to anie place 
02 creature, foz the eſtabliſhing of matters of Religt- 
on, ſhauld P./ (that elect veſiell of God, which was 
rapt vp into the third heauen, and infoparadiſe, and hear 
ſecret wozdes whichno man can vtter) hate bene ignozanf 
thereof; Pax/ knewe well that Chuſt had left his Church 
bnto his holp ſpirite and wozd, his wozd tobe an infallible 
rule both of thcir life and doctrine, and hisſptrite tobe a 
readie interp2cter of the ſame. Therefoze when hce ſhould 
depart from them, he ſaid, Nowe brethren I commend 
ou toGod,and ynto the word ofhis grace , which is 
able to build further , and to giue you an inheritance 
amongeſt all them that are ſanRified , Theſe wozdes 
are without guile and ſophiſticallcrafc, they are ſimple and 
playne,awd Gods Scrivytures, Te mull therckoze belene 
them, They lcnd vs vnto the pozt of ſafegard, andtouch: 
ſkone that cannot decciue vs,we malt needes therefoze ſfick 
bnto th#*,otherwiſe we cannot know the trueth & be ſaucd. 
TUherem ftcltlet v3 conſider why Pas/ did ſend v8 vn: 
to God the holy Ghoſt. Foz he ſaith , Nowe brethren I 
commend you to God. Hee co:mmendeth vs not vnto 
Tobn, Peter, «A ndrew, 02 any other ofthe Ayoftles, niuch 
leſſe vato Rome, the Pope o2 Antichziſtian Biſhops, but 
vnto God the holy Ghoſt, hy; Becauſe hee knew well 
that Chriſt hinleife had fo appointed befoze , Foz whcn 
Chziſt ſhould dzpart fromthe church, he p2omiſed to ſend 
them the ſame holy Ghoſt, ſaying, The contorter which 
is the holy Ghoſt, whome my father will ſend in my 
name , hee {hall tcache you all thinges, and bringall 
thinges vnto your remembrance, whatſocuer I haue 
ſaid vnto you.He comforted them alſo vvith the ſame 
ſpirite, Commaunded them to tarrie in the citie of Diern- 
ſalem vitillhe had perfozmed the ſame his promiſe:which 
| indeede 
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indecde he ſaythfully keptand fulfilled, fo2they were all fil- A 
led with the holp Ghoſt , eventhe ſprite oftructh, whiche 5. 
ceuld not but ceach them alltructh, whatſoeuer he had ſatd : 
vito them, that was all one,and the ſame trueth. 

Secondlp let vs note,that Pa»/commented the Church 
vito the wozd of grace, what is this wozd of grace% Fox: 
ſooththe lame trueth which the holy Ehoft taught, is the 
wozd of grace, cuen that wozd which God the tether com- 
manded to be heard at the mcuthof his ſon Jeſus Chziſk, 
ſaping : Thisis my welbcloued ſonne , in whome 1 am Math: 3 17. 
well pleaſed,heare him. And whoſocuer will not har. P<v675: 
ken vnto the wordes, which hee ſhall ſpeake in my 
name, I will require it of him : Iwill be retenged of 
bim (faith God) Df this, witneſleth Perer allo, taping 
The time will come Pazl ſaith (Behold nowe 15 the kg" 
time) that euctie foule which yvill not heare him, © 
ſhalbe deſtroyedtrom amopgeſt the people, 

It ſtandeth vsthen in hard co ſearche diligently, and 
knowe that thing that God requireth ſo ſtraightlp of vs, 
which is to heare his (onne Jeſus Chyift, The neglecting 
whereof ts no leſle then dan:naticn, 

But what ſhall we [eare*verily his holp Goſpel confir- Goſpel, 
med fo2 vs by his holy ſpirite fo2 the ſame purpole, which 
Goſpcll is the worde of grace, vndcfiled , conuerting 
ſoules , giuing wiſedome vnto babes, making gla 
harts,giuing l;ghtvato the cies, a lantorn vnto the teet, pſ,1.18. 
anda Jight ynto the pathes, proued by the fire & tryed Pal-11 g- 
more pure then ſiluer vii.times purged,more to be de- P2111. 
fired then golde or pretious ſtone, and ſweeter then Plal- 18. 
honie and honie cembe, The embaſſage of great jo) ;Plak 119+ 
Joyfull tidinges ot peace,tidinges of good things; The _ i 
pourc of God vntolaluation to eueric one that belce- ggp.r. 
ueth, and able to ſaue their ſoules that imbrace it, 1.Cor-1. 
Wheretore lay apart {ſayth the Apoſtle /ames ) all file lames.1- 
thineſſe and ſuperfluitie of maliciouſneſie,and receaue 
with meckencſle the y orde that is grafted in you, 


B 3 which 


AQ.20, 


Flal.119, 


The Epiphanie 
which is able to ſaue your ſoules, 

Thus it appearcth manifeſtly vnto all them that be 
willing to ſeethe trueth, that God the father appopntech 
vs vnt9 the wozde of his ſo:3me Jeſus Chyilt our Lozd, 
Chjilt referreth vs vnto his holy ſpirite and crueth, The 
holy Gholt alſo taught nothing elſe but the ſame trueth 
and wozd,Therefoze the holy Apoſtle durſt not to appdinte 
vs(o anteother,but ſtraightlycommendeth vs to the tame 


cracth that cannoterre, and vntothe word of grace, which - 


ts the {elfe ſame,and ſtill one tructh,according tothe infallt« 
ble wozd of God, that ſaith; Thy rightcouſneſlſe(O Lord) 
is an euerlaſting righteouſndle, and thy lawe is the 
trueth. So that we haue nowin this time inſt caule, joy: 


Plal 17-1-2- fully to ſap with the pzophet. O praiſe yethe Lord, all ye 


The Church 


that cangot 


burerre, 


Pſal.1. 


Plal.58. 


Pſal.140. 


Plal. 5 9+ 


Pſal.140. 
ſalm.8r. 


Pla! 4 
Plal.6.. 


Plal14- 


heathen praiſc him all ye people, Forhis mercie is ſta- 
bliſhed vpon vs, and the tructh of the Lord endureth 
for cuer. Then the which crueth, there canbe no ſurer 
{fay,guide,and rule,fo2 the beliefe,life and doctrineofmoze 
tall men, tn this moztalllife, and wozlp of tribulation, 
The Church of Antichult hath noſuch ſtay, guide, no 
rule, but they are like thechafte,which the winde ſcat- 
tereth awaie from the face of the earth, as the pzophet 
D axid witneflcth , who allocalleth them the councell of 
the vngodly,the way of ſinners, and the chaireofpeſti- 
lence,or the ſeate of the ſcornful, workers of iniquitic, 
wicked men,bloud-thiritie men,the cuil man, the wic=- 
ked man,the wilde boare, the cruell beaſt, the ſlaunde- 
rer,blaſphcmer,cnemie, and perſecutor, the enemie in 
the holy place and aduerſary , whoſe mouth is full of 
curſing and bitternefle, their throat isan open ſepul- 
cher, with their toonges they haue decciued, the poy- 


ſon of aſpes is vndertheir lippes,their feete are ſwift to © 


ſhed bloud, deftruftion and vnhappincſſe is in their 
waies , and the way of peace haue they not knowne, 
there isno feareof God before their eies, Therewere 
they brought in great feare, euen wherenofeare was, 
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Qaine perſons and deceiptfidl ippes, whom cter all good 
menabhazred andhated, after theerampleof theholp p2o- 


phet, who ſaith, I hauc hated the Church of the wicked, Pſal.6, 


and will not fit among the vagodly, 

Loe pou ſee the wicked and vngodly haue the name of 
Church, yea thephaue got the name of holy Catholicke 
Church, ow elle hauethey put on ſhcepes clothing How 
haue thep faſhioned themlelues like the miniſters of righ- 
ceoulneſſe: And howe hath the deuill tranſtozmed himlelfe 
into the angel oflight'; Truely in this,that his church hath 
got the titles of holp, and Cacholicke,and his miniſters the 
names of true ſhepheardes , Catholike be the rightclo- 
thing of the ſheepe of Chaiſtes fold , Ancichailt therefoze 
bath robbed Chaſtes fold of ther right title, holy and ca: 
tholicke, and thereby blearedthe epcs of the ſimple vnlcar- 
ned multitude , which doe ſeeke no further fo2 ſaluation 
then they haue bene taught (they ſap) by the holy Catho- 
licke Church, Their common lapinges be thele, e be noe 
wiſer then onr fathers before vs : We will doe as onr fa« 
thers baxe done . Such thinges they doe affirme becauſe 
thep know not Sathan from the angcll oflight,the wolucs 
fromthe ſhecpe, the lyes fromthe wozd of God , neyther 
Church of Antichailt talllp called holy,andcatholicke,from 
the Church of Jeſus Chzilt, which indeede 18 both holp 
and catholicke. But in ſtead of the holp Catholick church, 
they doe beleeue the Church ofthe wicked,in whoſe dzegs 
of detcſtable traditions andcereinonics, thep haue bene 
uuſled from therr youth, 

Uerelp if they would ponder their wo2des with halfe 
indifferent tudgement, and behold them but with one of 
their eyes, I thinkechey would keepe ſilence,o2 elſe bluſhe 
fo2 hame. Fo2 fo ſap, they will doe as their elders and fa- 
thers haue done befoze them,is nothing but to confelle the- 
ſelucs to walke wilfully in errour and blindneſſe , when 
their fathers wandered vnawares , And where they ſay, 
they be no wiler then their fathers , they ſhewchemlciues 

to 


Luc Ce 


Leuit1S. 


Exo0d-20« 


2. Theſi.2, 


The man of 
finne, 


The Epiphanie 
to be blinde, followers ofthe blinde, But ifthe blinde fol- 
low the blinde, they both fall into the ditch, Their fa. 
thers tooke AntichuQ, the biſhop of Rome, fo2 head of the 
Church : they inade tmages-and wozſhipped them ; they 
gadded on pilgcimage , and truſted tn wozkes, pardons, 
abſolutions, dirges, trentalles, maſles, #c, wherein thep 
erced, increaſcy in erro2,amd walked ignozantly into perdf- 
tion, The cauſe whereof was the lack of the wozd of God, 
which wo2d ts cuer a rule vnto the holp catholicke church, 
Thcerefoze their fathers learned not theſe thinges ofthe 
holy Catholicke Church, but ofthe Church of Roznevſur- 
piagthe name ofthe holy Catholicke Church , which ab- 
bored and trode vndcr feete che wozd of God, without the 
which, their fathers doctrine was nothmg els,but olde ers 
rour , againſt whome God giueth a ſpectall commande- 
ment, ſaping, Keepe my commandementes ; doe not 
thoſe thinges that other haue done before you ; be not 
defiied in them , I amyour Lord your God, Where: 
foe addeth God theſe wpds, I am your Lord your Gog, 
but to the endhe would hane his wozds regarded fo) eucr$ 
and not his aduerſaries the man of ſinne,and chilve of per: 
dition, as Paw/nameth hint, who deceaucd their fathers, 
Whole comingis after the vvorking of Sathan vvith al 
ly;ngpovvers,{1gnes & vvonders,& with aldeceiuable- 
neſle ot vnrighteouſneſſe amongeſt them that periſh 
becauſe they receaued notthe loue of the trueth , that 
they might be ſaued, Andtherefoze God ſhal ſend them 
ſtrong deluſion, that they might beleue lyes , thar all 
they might be damned which belceued not the trueth, 
but had pleaſure in-ynrighteouſheſle, | 
Jin theſe wozdes hath the Ho!p Ghoſt plainly ſhewed 
the faſhion andconmning of the man of ſinne, ſonne of per: 
_ » Church of the wicked , and kingdome of Antt- 
Ul, 
The Church oz kingdome of Antichziſt , is called the 
man of ſinne , becauſe it is bulded vpon a ſinnefall man, 
gouerned 
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goiterned by a (1fullman, taſtructed by ell Cnfull wazk, 
men, and their doctrtae defended by the lawes and power 
of ſtunefull men, TUhichtooke authozitic nepther of Bod, 
no2 of his wozde, but of a monſtrous beaſt with many 
heades, euen of the people thac departed from the faith, 
whereof the ſame holy ſpirite of God ſpeaketh , and p2o- 
ny moze plainely by the mouth of Pa#/, ſaying: I'he " 
iriteſpeaketh cuidently,that in the latter tumes ſame * m_ 
Aral depart from the faith, and ſhall giue heede vato 
the ſpirites of error , and deuiliſh doctrines of them 
which ſpeake falſe, thorow hypocriſie, and haue their 
conſcience marked with an hote iron, forbidding to 
marrie, and commaunding to abſtaine from meates 
vvhich God hath creatcd to be receaued yvith ging 
of thankes , of chem which belecuc and knovve the 
trueth, 

Now topne theſe two pzophecies fogether,and note di- 
ſigently the cauſe,maner,increaſe, and fozce of Antichuſts 
kingvome ; and then it ſhall be the becter perceaucd, 

The cauſe whp God permitceth the wicked to deceiue The cauſe 
the people, was fo2 that they did not receaue the law ofthe why God fuf- 
trueth, but loathed Gods wozd when thep had it . They fered crror ro 
wyitit not in their heartes,neither bzought forth the fruits 12150c-200 
ofthe ſpirite, butof the fleſh. To ſpeakeall mone wopde, [1. 
Thephad (as we haue) much godly ceaching,and bzought 
foozth much vngodly liaing , Df verte ouctte godly liuing 
mult followe godlyceaching, otherwiſe Gods plague and 
m—_—_— followeth his wozd , where and when ſocuer 1t 

[# c 


But amongeff all the plagues of God, this is the grea: Thegrearcſt 
celf, that he taketh away his wozd from the people,and ſuf. plaguc *t 
kereth them to be fed with lies and Cantervurie tales, 02 _ 
fables,After which ſazte andmaner the wicked haue come 
and entered into the Chiſtian gencration, pea and haue *? yo = 
ſit inthe holy place and ſeate of 2Lo3/es, pyctending to ©etpau* 
eeache the holp wozdof Gov, _ have [ct (FJ ſap) - the the Church 

cate 


The Epiphanie 
feate of Moy ſes,not by teaching the lawand thepzophets, 
but by name and place, whereby thepeople not able to diſ- 
ccrne thetrue ſcſſion from p2eſumptuous vſurpationhaue 
bene dccemed with falſe myzacles,Ilping powers and won- 
ders, 

py falſe mira-  BYthe Which feates they haue increaſed and growne 

ls &lyinz Infothe greater number , Fo2 whenby the helpe of the 

powers,the Dculll, with thetr conturations, charmes and dtuers other 

wic«ced haue falſe fletghtes, they wought mpzacles and wonders in 

increal:d- piucrs and ſundzie places. Then the people (regarding not 
the ſtinple word of God) fozfooke their faith andranne a 
gadding from place fo place,to gaze vpon ſignes and won= 
ders. MPanie beleeucdlies, becauſe many taught lies, Lys 
ing powers were on their ſide,few durſt ſpcake the trueth, 
and the ſimplc lacked good ſtruction, ſonic therefoze de- 
partcd from the faith, 

By forcerhe _ The lozxce of Antiyiſtes kingvome is well noted of 

wicked haue Pawl, inthathce ſaithhis comming ſhalbe with alllping 

withſtood che POWer,F in that they ſhall fozbid martagee,#command ta 
eruech and (ct abſtaine trd mcats,aud &c.p is to ſap Aiter that the multi- 
frch their tude hath bin wellpampered and fed with their lies, blm- 

#1. ded withtheir conturations, and ſtabliſhed with falſe mt- 

r.Tim.4 —Taclcs:thenſhall they be ableto make lawes in the deicnce 
of their deufliſhe doctrines, andopenlpto withſtand and re: 
liſt the tructh and Goſpel,as /a»nes and /ambres ( Pha- 
races Conturers) withſtoode XZoy ſes, Men they are (ſapth 

> Tim-3. Part) of corrupt mindes, and lewd as concerning 

2.Pct.z, fauh. Peter witnellcth with Paul,laying: They ſhall 
purely bring in damnable ſe&s euendenicng the Lord 
that hath bought them, & bring vypon them ſelfes ſwift 
damnation, & many ſhal follow their damnable waies, 
by w home the way of tructh ſhall be euill ſpoken of, 

Hipocrific No maruaile.fo2 hypocriſte and outward ſhew of holp- 

Llinderh the neſſe hath ſeemed ſo gay in the ſimple folkes epes,yea and 

- «nd yet doth co ſome, lo that as the trueth ſaith, ifit were poſ- 

Math.24, Fible, the verie cle ſhould be deceiued, Jwde allo we 

ret 
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rcth recozd to the trueth with Pawle and Poter , ſhewing Sure nor's of 
that they be deceaued with dreames,defile the fleshe, —_— ſtes 
deſpiſe rulers,and ſpeake ewill of them that be 1n au- m_— -"ijaxt 
thoritic, murmurers, complainers, walking after their 
owneluſtes, whoſe mouthes ſpeake proud thinges. 
Theſe (ſatthhe) are makers of leRes,fleshly,hauing no 

f irite, 

E Canferre theſe ſame now cogcther with the poptſh an: 
tichuſtian church of Rome, and bcholde if you can ſec the 

kingdome of Antichyilt ame where ſa maniteſt and plaine, 

Wath anie power maſlthe wozld, ſince Chyiſtesaſcen- Tic rf note 
tion into heaucn lift vp ic lelfe (o high intothe cemple of ** *55iet! 
God,and aduanced it ſelfe as God, kke vnto this vlurped 
p2emacte and {yzamie of Rome 

UWho hath moze oppzeſſed Gods booke, reſiſted the T"< _—_ 
Goſpel, and ſlandered the way oftrueth then the pope and 772” 
his ravle $ Tho hath wought with ſuche deceaucable Th. third 
ſigues and myzacles # who hath fed vs with moze lyes noce of anci- 
thenthat falſe pzophet of Rome % Read aleafe o2 two of chilt- 
Legenaa aurea, 02 the booke called Fe/#inale, and you ſhal 
finde good ſtuffe J| warrant yout. UWhtch bookes were 
woont fo be read and taught vs moſte pamcipally concer: 
ning matters of religion. Dea, almoſt wee had no other in 
Engliſh, Iſpcake that Jhaue knownc, hcardand ſcene. 

Uuthin theſe xxiu, yeares. thep were alledgedin Sermons 
and read in the churche openly, and had in moze paice a- 
mongelk vs, and better receaued then the holp Scriptures 
be of ſome, Allo they were then better ſtudied and moze 
willingly taught of curates, in ſome places then Gods 
booke is now of mante of them, 1 

Fozget not I|pzay pourtocallto memozie,how we were 51-0 
deceiued with images, pilgrimages, reliques, falſempa: 2298** 
cles, iuglinges, charmes, witchcraftes, coniurations, iu: 
bilies,ſtations,holy water,fire,aſhes, palmes, palme croſ- 
ſes, ſamt lohns Goſpel, mages of ware, CAallinghame 
bzoches, larnt lames ſhelles, _ Priarke hig ſtaffe, mai- 

2 ſter 


The finall end 


The Epiphanie 
ker Ton Shornes hat, ſaint Cornelius hozne, pardons, 


- pardon beades, beades, Ladies PÞſaltcrs, dyzges, trens 


tals, Reqvem Paſles,#c, Who denied the Lozd thathay 
bought them moze manifeſtly then they that taught thele 
romilh dzcames%; 

Wholſoeuer denieth the death of Jeſus Chyiſt fo be a 


of Antichriſts Whole perfect oblatton, ſufficient fo2 all ſinne , denyeththe 


iuglnges. 


The fourth 


Lod that hath bought them, But thep that faught o2 belee- 
nedthe afozcſaiddzagges and ſuch like to be expedient fox 
the obtatning of Gods fauour # remiſſion of ſins,denieth 
Chiſt and his death to be ſufficient, Therefoze ſolong 
as men ſought remiſſion of ſinnes and Gods fanour in 
ſuch phantaſticall deuiſes of men, it cannot be denyed, but 
in ſo doing, they dented the Lozd that bought them, 

To ſaptrueth, men little remembyed the oblation of 
Chulf by deathe vpponthe croſſe , Fo2 not manie yeares 
agone, euen when Paſlles ſatiſfactozp floiſhed, to affirme 
Chailſtes oblation by death vpon thecroſle once offered fox 
all, to be ſufficient fo2 remiſſion of ſinnes to afl them that 
belceue , was ſo farre out of memozte that it was counted 
abhominable hereſte, becauſe Baſle and it could not ſtand 
together, Jn tune of anguithe, trouble, oz ſickeneſſe, was 
Chziſtes death ſought to fo2 quietneſle of conſcience No, 
our Ladyof Wilſdon, our Lady of Walſinghamymaiſter 
John Shorne, and confeſſion to ſome holy fryer, ſome holp 
relique,Palle of Xecordare,o2 maſlle ofthe v. wounds: Fox 
vnto thelc maſlcs, biſhop Clement, and Biſhop Boniface 
had gen great vertue though pardons and candels, if 
the deuill tranſkozming himlelfe vnto Raphael the arch: 
angel,be a triie meſſenger, | 

Ailoifdeath appzoched,then was Daſſe of Scala cel, 
Trentals, Aner/ar4s ,and malle of Requiem with our 
Lady Malle readyca be ſold fox mony,and ſong to ſend the 
ſoule to the Deutll with murth , becauſe hee night be ſure 


noteof Anti. Of weeping and gnaſhing of teeth when hee commeth 
chriſt. 


there, Yet did not the pooze ſillie people ſellmg - 
eg 
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—_— and giuing their monie vnto his mint- 
of prophecied _ 7 ores amarchanviſe:where- 
they vvith fliaced words 28 44 couctoulnelle Shall 
Theonelp wifeleſle life of the —aby — gt 
= reve _ epes, thatthep ſtoode in _ The'thing 
thought all h h (udging them mo2e then men ) and that blinded 
_ ad bene well, whatſoeuer thep hap ſapde 0) tc pe ople 
- NiCIt- 
Tokeepe thisthir eſtimation 
nattontnthe peoples opini 
_—_ ther champions to fight manic wg __ m—_— 
—_ ty” ror againſt the mariages of mietie.nd —_ 
_ oy doe perceaue that foxce will not lerue then, 2'** willnor 
ts whe whilperintheeares of the people that maria «A mrroane 
ED and an vncleane life ; CUhercby thepdo ge mariages of 
vere all honeſt marred perſons of aduteric ep0 cons prcſtes 
RR Lara, how they tharteachefich If marriage be 
their lining ſhe yoctrine) goe about fo lowt them 1 avatar 6 
pref eb —— wry ne” to make God i life, Godis 
cond ,fo Chult of bawdze the the author of 
emne allmen of ſine, ſo that themlelues 02 z Mndfo yncleanneſſe 
__ angels,andnotmen. mightibe and Chriſt « ; 
is do all they that ſpeake thus euilly | _ 
enarpyny Aux moms the authoz , And Chal = 
ME A Em elteſen , and firſt myzacle Ven2- 
alowed matrimonie and es COTTON nog 
ulterte, oNn-2+ 
—_—_—_ _ _ wing Gods intitution, can 
contrary vnto Chai chat , furne wme mto water 
God and make much ; and pleaſant inthe light of Voto God 
and condemned of - ana adulteric euer abhozred 7717 more 
ther anharlotf d all goodmen, They adnnt ra. '* <5 But 
£ 02 money diſpenſed withall contrarie vnto Anti- 
ommandementes of God, thena wife accoing t - the chiiſt whore- 
gto Gods dcme is koly, 


;which ſapth, It they —_ abſtaine, letthem \,cor.7, 


3 matrie, 


The Epiphanie 
marrie, pea ſome ofthem arenoc aſhamed co ſay that it is 
moze lawfull fo a pzieſt co hane ſix whozes thenone wife, 
And ſome alſo pyetend ſo good fellowſhip,that hep would 
ſooner lend therr owne wites (thep ſap) unto the Piteſk, 
thento grant that he ſhuld marrie,Alſotheycount it a deed 
of charitte , and a good wozke to makea paiclt a cookold, 


(as they terme it) and mn ſo doing,thep chinkcopleale God 


and doe hin good ſcruice, 

EO Whether a man might belecue them in theſe chcir 
ar ſayinges without an othe , J| leaue ic fo2 other mento 
hopeby che DJ Df this Jam lurc,that this their cupthot doctrine 
increaſing of V2awled ta their conuenticles, and whiſpered in comers, 
finne,to bring thett liberall fellowſhip,and good wozke that proceedeth of 
rhe word of their burning concupiſcenſe, # not of charitie,hath bzoughc 
_ — in thecontempt and violating of holp matrimonie, and the 
ſclucs in et; Peopleto a wanderfulllooſeneſle of liuing, Wherein they 
mation. topnot a little, thinking it to be a good meane to (cc them 

vp againe like Gods in mens conlciences , But in the 

meane while they ſhal be dcutls and. ſpiritcs of erroz accoz- 

1.Tim.4 ding tothe pzophecie of Pa«/befoze ſaid, inthat they doe 
fozbid the martage of piteſtes, : 

The Ge Allo, who hath bzought in ſomamte lectes into p wozlp 

of Ani. as theſe romtſh waaklinges haue done, Df which ſozte be 

theſe, Poonks,Chanous,Friers,ÞPzebendaries,Canqns, 

JAuns,Silkers, Auckars,hernutes,bzotherhoods,bawds, 

beades-men J ſhould ſap, fraternities, craftilp nanung the 

hol» religious ow thele haue bin deceiued w dzcams c, 

J appeale to their owne conlceence, Let chem take heede 

that it be not marked with the hote iron of burning concu« 

pilcence , Tkit be, Jlleaue them this alſo fo2 atoken of 

The carraQter their maiſters marke, to make them knowne by,cuenthat 

ofAntichriſt- they hurne in malice againlt al them that [peake the trueth. 

If you aſke me to what purpoſe thts rable ſ2rueth,and 

what good they do? inthe publike weale ofthe Lozd : Fox- 

ſooth 3 muſt deſire the pzophet to make anſwerefozme, 

wyo ſaith, They are not 1a the trauaile of men, neyther 

| are 
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ofthe Church. 


are they plagued like other folk. Yes fir,they take great 
paines in pzayer and in maſſing, Of whcme therctoze it 
may bemoze truely ſpoken, as followeth , T hey (tretche 
forth their mouth vnto heauen,and there toonge gocth 
through the worlde, Therctore fall the people vnto 
them : and thereout ſucke they no ſmall aduauntage. 
Beholde theſe finfull and wealthie men in the worid, 
hauec obtained richcs, Loe theſe be the mouthcs that 
ſpeake p2oud thinges,befoze rehearſed, 

What p2ouder thinges can be ſatde, than co affirme 
that thep can with fine wozds create their creatoz ofa pecce 
a bzcad, and offer him foz the ſinnes of the people, when 
thep haue done, Thercby they haue ſucked no linall lucre 
and game from the people, But their lucre beginneth now 
to decay, and their tdle life ts perceaucd to be vnneceſſary, 
TUhich wie life,the God thatthey doe make hath and muſt 
matntaine , 02 els they will percctue ther ſkate cannot re- 
maine, This makethechem to be ſo Nlifte necked againſt the 
ſctting fozth of Gods wo2de, and againſt the right admi- 
niſtration of the ſacramentcs, This maketh them cofſu: 
die ſo diligently to keepe vptheir altar, and to maincaine 
thcir good friday malle , with the which thepcanbeguile 


The occupa» 
tion of Anti. 
ckr: {ts brucd, 
Plal.83.73- 


The fixr nore 


of Antichrilh, 


the people well inough as they handle it , Yea, co ſap the yy; their 
trueth, they candoe moze with this then they couid do with 9004 friday 
maſle of Requiew: ſcalacwl:, Recordare, 0) anie other of male, pricſts 
that ſozte , Wherefoze I beſceche them foz the paſſion of ſcru<dorh the 
Jeſus Chziſt, If therebce anie conſolation in Chziſt, Z*£ 306 | 
Tf there bee any comfozte of lone , If there bce anie © fff! 


fellowſhip of the ſpirite , Jf there be anie compaſſion 
and mercie: Letthem halt no longer on both partes : Let 
them blow nolonger hote andcold ;But let them make che 
tree good and his fruitcs good, o2 els make the tree euill 
and hts fruite cuill, To ſpeake plainely vnto them, Let 
them not make a mingle mangle, and hodge podge ofthe 
Lodes ſupper anie longer,But let them miniſtcr it ply 
and plainly at theLozdes table,as Chyilt hath left it, and 

as 


TheEpiphanie 
as the booke of Scriptures doe truely meane, and not af- 
tec their oide popilh iaſhion as they doe, making it aſacrt: 
fice fo2 ſinnes both of quicke and dead, offcring it at burt- 
alles,and monethesmindes after thctr olde maner, where- 

Dan. 3- by thep make it abhomination of deſolation. Fox as the 
ſacrifice of the popiſh maſle was the verie deſolation , de- 


parture, and fozſaking of Chaiſtes oblation by death vpon 


The _— the crolle once offered fo2 all: Sois this funerall ſacrifice, 
pacion of *%: (asthep vſe rt) the verie abhomination of the ſame deſola- 
holic place. £10. Therefozelet them looke better vpon holp ſcriptures 
wiitten fo2 our learning, and followe theritles andright 
meaning ofthe ſame, and not thetr popith rules, andcere- 
monies othcrwile then is there meant, andconcrarie both 
tothe kinges mateſttes ſtatutes, and iniunctions, and alſo 
contrary vnto his mateſkies pzoclaimation, made the xxvit. 
dapof December tnthe firſk yeare of his moſte gratious 
Maſe forvid- raigne.TUherein the name of maſſets plainly fozbidven,it 
den by pro- p ſame poclatmatton be truly conſtured, notwithſtanding 
claimatio- fn p bookeof comon pzaier his maieſtie ſomewhat pet bea- 
reth with the weake learning ofthe muſlticude, which com: 
monly calleth the Los ſupper by the name of maſle after 
their olve woont, which thing(me thinketh)ſhould grue no 

man occaſton to ſkicke ltiffelp to eutll cuſtome, 
Maſſe for the Ina ffatute made the fourth day of Nouember of the 
dead con- (ame firlt peare of his nateffies raigne and in the xitir. 
demned by Chapter: the offering of the ſacrament foz the dead,which 
a of parli2- {9 there called maſles ſatiſfactozy tobe done fo2 them, is 


pp plainly condenmed as a vaine thing tending tothe deroga- 
tion of Chuiſtes death, | 
"CO IRE Alſo by his maieſties tnitnctions chap,2 8, the altar of 


cikenaway the ſame lacrificefoz the dead, istaben away, fo2 ſonuch 
by the kinges AS it 1a momument of the ſtperſtition of the popiſh maſle, 
maicſt:es1n= Sothat, fo2 anic thing J| can perceaue, they that ſo fapne 
wnctions- yyould holde vp their altars againſt them chat goe about to 
put them downe, both by law and ozder,meane none other 

thing but to maintain a monument of ſuperſtition and id: 

latrie 
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- 'of the Church, ' 


latric fn Calght both off che kingeslawes and tniunctions, 
Tothe ende:(J] meane) to allure the people the mozeto 
their monie ſacrifice, andto make the:nbeleenethe better 


inthe God chat they doe'make vppon their alcaroz altar 


ſtone. Witho.t the which thep(J wote)can make no God, 


' Ah where was this their God befoze the altar aid altar: 
. Kone was made: This may well be that God vnto whoine 


thep thinke to doe good ſeruice in 2eaking of wedlock and 


raplingagainſt marriage, but ſure J am, thatthis 1s not 


that Godthat made both heauen and earth and all thinges 
in them, becaule the altar and the altar-ſtone be ſoinc 
thinges. Albett, leaſt perhappes they ſhould thinke that 


- I would onelp anſwere them with ſcoffes ( though they2 


ſhameleſſe obltinacte dcſerueth none other) J] will rehearſe 
a few wozdes out of Gods booke toſtoppe ther: mouthes 
withall, And when thep haue anſwered and truely confu: 
ted them, J will fozfake Gods booke and the chziſitan 
faich, as truely as Jl haue fozlaken them , and all their 
ugling caſtes. Jnthe 7, Chapter to the Hebrues, it is 
wiitten. The Lord ſware and will not repent, Thou art 

a prieſt for euer after the order of Melchiſedech, And = 
for that cauſe was Ieſus a ſtabliſher of a better telta- 
ment, Theſe wo:ds doe p2oue that Jelus Chailt our euer- 


. laſting Pyieſf and m2diacour hath ſtabliſhed a better teſfa: 


ment then the teſtament ofthe olde law , The paieſtes in 
the ole law offered vp ſacrifice firſt fo2 their owneſinnes, 
and then fo: the ſinnes of the people. But whereon did they 
offer their ſacrifice verdy 4 Upoa an altar, 


- Jeſus Chaiſt,vito whome God the father ſware,Thou The newe tes 
art a prieſt for eucr,&c, Dffered vp himlelte once, by hys ſtamenr. 
own bloud, ſuffering death fo2 our ſlnnes,and with that his He b.7-10. 
 owneoblationhee hath inade perfect fo2 euer them that are 


ſanctified, 


:b.10 

This is the better telka:nent that Jeſs Chailt hath ſta: 
bliched fo2 vs, not by often offering ofhunſeif by the hands jacd.s. 
- of ſinners, fo: then mult hee hm ſince the 


wozld 


The Epiphanie 


.wozld-began. But as it is appoynted vio allmen , tat 

they ſhoulp oncevie ,: and then commeth the: iudgement, 

-evenſo was-Thailt once offered, For as touching that he 

Gm died, hedied'once (ſatth Pax!) to take away the finnes, 
Heb.s, of manie. 

By theſe Scriptures wee may conelude- that Jeſits 

Chriſt made a Clyiſt offering hiniſelfe bp death vppon the croſſe-once fox 

oy _ our redemption, made a fall,perfite and ſufficient ſacrifice, 

on. dhar Oblation,and ſatiſfaction fox the ſinnes of all them that be- 

vppon the leueinhim, And that this oblation was done vppon the 

crofſe, and croſle, and not vpon ame altar, witneſle, Math, 27, Marke 

not vponan 15,Luke 23.lohn 19, andPeter inthe ſccond of his firſt 

alrar. Epiltie, ſaping, Chriit ſuftered for vs, leauing vs an ex- 


RIO: ample that we ſhould followhis ſteppes,whichdid no 
 ſinne, neicher was there guile foiidin his mouth, which 

when he was reuiled, reuiled not againe, when heſuf- 

fered,he threatned not,but committeth the vengeance 

i, him that iudgeth righteouſly, Which his owne ſelfe 


bare our {innes inhis body on-the tree, that wee beip 
has IR delivered from ſinne ſhould liue voto libjneodneſſe, 
dy. \ Howbeit, he onely (faith Eſzy) chap.s 3; Hath taken pn 
"him our+nficmities, and borne our paines, hee was 
Chriſt wth wounded for onr offences, and ſmitten for our wic- 
= _ kedneſſe, for the chaſtiſement of aur peacewas layd 
bealed ys.) Yponhim,& with hisftripes wee are healed; {Ubatis 
it to be healed with his ſtrips , but that by his death and 
_ . reſurrection he hath obtained fo2 vsrighteouſneſle ,- euen 
AR, 3- fagiueneſſe of our ſinnes , accozding to the ſapinges of 
ated the Apoſfle Peter, that by him all that belecue are wſti- 
rant with fied from all thinges, And vato him gjue all the pro- 
God isto b:- phetes witneſle, that thorow his name, whoſocuer be- 
levercmilsi» Jeeneth in him $hall rec eaue remiſtion of. finnes, 
onofourkns This is the couenant thatis betweene God # vs,now,eucn 
21 this fhatwe betreueinhis ſome Jeſus Chzift,co have remiſ- 
ſonne 1.ſus fionofſinnesinhis name thozowe hys death. and reſur- 

Ch:iſt. rectton, 

| This 
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of the Church: : 


- This article hath the holy gholt ſo ſurely grauevin our 
heartes and wiitten in our minds that wee camot bur ſay, 
TWebeleue the remiſſion ofſimes , Which atſo is ſurely - 
grounded vppon Gods holy wopd,that ſapth ; This is the 
ecltament that I will make varo them, after thoſe daies Heb.ro.16. 
(caith the Lozd) I will put my lawes in their hearts,and 17.18. 
zn their mindes will 1 write them, andtheir finnes and 
niquities will I remember no more, And where remiſ- 
ſion ofthele things is, there isno more offering for ſin, 

Solong as the lacrifice and offering fo? ſinncs, tooke How long the 
not away [tanes,neither bzonght perfect remiſſion of ſing, a!t ar50u23hr 
there remaincd.in th2 Church of God altars-, and conti- ** _—_ a 
nuallacrifice o2 oblatton fo ſintes; pan 

- 4But when CLiniſthad oace oferedhimlelfe vppon the 
crolle by death, and by thathis one ov[ation one offered; 
had obtained remilſis of ſites, aud finiſhed all things that 
was due fo2 manto pap: {aping, Itis finiſhed, giuiug vp Iohn 19.39- 
the Ghoſt, thozough the which eternall ſpiritchee gaue. 
lumleife to God withaut ſpot, in aſweet ſatour. Then Heb-s 
was finiſhed (acowingtohis own? ſaying) a perfect ſa- —_— od 
crifice foz ſinne,ad all things du? fo2 the ſam?, And alſo all ;+,11 (acridce 
ſacrifice and ovlattans fo! ſimes cotally ended, as tt ts a: for finnes- 
fozeſaid, Where remiſſion of ſinnes and imquicies ts,there 
is noinae oferiax fo2 ſinne; if no offering fo2 ſimes, then 
no altar to offer vpon, Therefoze either letthe:n prone 
Gods wopd to be falſe, that ſaith, Where remiſsion of, 
&c.the Daly ghoſt a liar, that promiſed townite theſame 
mour hearts, #c, and take awap this article of our faith, 
Ibelecuethe remifz1on of ſinnes: oz elſe away with their 
altars and oblations vpon the ſame : J meane their mony 
facrifice,the maſſe. 

TAbtch altar and ſacrifice be nothing elſe but witneſſes Whar the al- 
of their infidelitie, wolatrie, and Jewiſh hearts, Of their *r5 2nd acti 
inftvelitie, in that hep do not belecue remiſſionof ſinnes, fce for finns 
though the onely ovlation of Chyiſt once offeredvpon the 1.6. 
crofle, Dt their tdolatrie, in 3 they ſet vp another _ : 

2 e 


Eſay-53, 


Heb. 7.17, 


Plal.10.4- 


Hcb.7.8, 


The Epiphanie 
flee amy pzopitiation fox (lanes <hen God hath -appopnted, 
Wherein ſurely they hewe chemſelues'ts-bee moze than | 
Jewiſh , Foz intheir ſacrificing! and malſing they denie - 
Chziſtes death and repzoue God of periurie,The pzophe- 
ſie of Chiſtes death is this:With his ſtripes we are hea 
led, Bp his paines and merites our paines are taken a: 
way (as touching damnacton) and our ſinnes couered, Dx 
by hts dcath wee are healed from etcrnall death, By hys 
oblation our ſinnes are healed , fo2 hee hath purchaſed vs 
perfect remiſſion of the ſame, But this hath he not done,if 
there be ame ſinnes takenawap by the maſle , The which 
ſinnes at the leaſt he left vnhealed, And theretoze hee hath 
not (ifthis be true) as yet ſuffered, Foz heauen and earth 
ſhall faile, befoze theſe wozdes be falſe , With his ſtripes 
weare healed, Dy bphis dcath our ſmes are fozginen, 
Ergohe hath ſuffered, and we wholly healed. Dzels if we 
be not whollp healed,he hath not yet ſuffered, 
Againe,almightie God pzonuſed with an othe vnto hys 
ſonne Jelus Chyzift, ſaying: Thou art apricſttor cuer, 
Thatis to ſay, Jelus Chuſt hath offered himſelfe vppon 
the crolle by death vnto.Godthe tather ome , Ard by that 
one oblation once offered , hee hath made perfect fo2 cuer 
them thatare ſanctifted, as it is befoze by the ſcriptures 
etudentlp pzoued. Foz this one oblationonce offered per. 
fect fox euer, Jeſus Chil is called and is indeede a Prieſt 
for cuer, TAhole ſweet oblation remaineth inthe boſome 
of God toour great comfozt foz ener, But he himſelf now 
offereth no moze , foz he denicth-no moze , bur liueth for 
cuer on the right hand of God the father, making in- 
rerceſsion for vs, Steing then hts oblation is perfect fox 
cuer,ſeructh foz euer,and hee himſeclfe making interceſſion 
fo2 vs,liucth fo2 cuer: De is thcrefoze(acco:ding to the othe 
of God) JPzicſt fo2 ever, But this hee were nof, if it could 
bee poted chat his oblation were bnperfect, as it muſk 
reedes bc, if monie ſacrifice,the maſle obtaincth remiſſion 
of linnes oz ante part thereof, By 
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ofthe Church. - 


By theſe fewe Scripturcs and ſapings grounded bpon * 

the ſame , it mavifeſtly appeareth howe blaſphemous the 

money ſacrifice, the maſle ts, 3JNamelp,, it robbcth vs cf 

ourmolt comfoztable articles of our faith, which is, J be: 

lceue the remiſſion of ſinnes: it taketh away the veritie of 

Gods Scriptures,which doe pzoue Chaiſts oblation vpon 

the Croſſetobee perfect,whole, and fulttcienc, it maketh 

Chuſt a lper when he ſapd, It is finiſhed. Jtadnihillateth 

his merites, and taketh awap his paſſion from vs, and it To mainraine 
condemneth God of periurie, Jf there can bee anp great che maſſe and 
blaſphcmous, and moze abominablehereſies then thele, let 25 15 - 

all the wozly iudge. Df all the which, the popiſhaltar is a 5, - 


phemic 2nd 


and ( as it were) anhand toleade the people \b hominable 


vnto;from Chulſt and his merites: wherefoze allgood men hercfic. 


hauing but one ſparke of grace with knowledge, will not 
onelp be content with the taking downe of them, but alſo 
will (Jfrowe) helpethe beſt thep can,cuerpone accozding 
to his vocation, to the ſame, 

Pozcoucr, if themoney ſacrifice,themaſle,had bene ſo 
neceſſarie, and bnto God ſo acceptable, as the people haue 
beleeued it tobe, woulde Chziſt have ginen nocommande: 
ment thereof,no example of it,no wozd concerning it, what 
not one wozd $ 

Df pxcaching he gaue a ſpecialcommandement ſaping: 

Feede, Feede, feede mylambes, Andagaine, Goe ye in Tobo 27.15. 
to all the world and preachthe Goſpel to al creatures, N'?! _ 
Vet this office of pzeaching iscounted amongſt many TOY: 

ſcant neccllarie, andthe meſſengers thereof ſa well looked 

to, that they map ſtuvie their bzcakefaſt,pzap (yea beg) fo2 

their dinner , and weepe out their ſupper , as many other 

pooze ſoules doe : whichthing Eod will hoztly plague, if 

ſpeedic remedie bee not pzouded , oz elſe his we2de is not 

tive, which ſaith , For the miſerable calamtie of the Tſal-12» 

poore oppreſſed, and for the fighing and weeping of 

the poore that doe Jacke, I will vp,faith the Lord, 

Pany are ſoze offended thozough the outragicuſneſſe of 
D3z vice, 


Prouerb.2 9, 


Reuel- 17. 14- 


The Epiphanie 
vice, fi:me, and 122iquitie increaſing 0: ettery ſive, a fewe 
(3 meane) doe ſtudie foz a;nendement, and ſome wonder 
what ſhould be the cauſe thereof , At whome J-doe not a 
tle maruaile , Foz if the plough man fallowing his 
grouwturneth it vp,and lett2th it lye; and neither lirrech, 
haroweth , no: ſoweth ic; what maruetle ts it though it 
bunghumno cone, but weedes% England ts but pec fal: 
lowed with the plough of Gods wozd, yet ſcant fallowed, 
what maruetle ts it then , that weedes growe fafker then 
the cone % Jt mult ncedes be ſo , bnleſſe Gods wopde be 
better ſowne, Foz manie that ſhoulde will not :; A fewe 
would and cannot: and ſome that can,map not,becauſle they 
that ſhould willnot, Toremedie rf, albeit J know : J can: 
not,but this J know and amſureof, Where the worde of 
God is not preached, the people periſh. 

Dfmalle, wehaue not (ſo much agone tote o2 ficle of 
God,Chull,o2 his Apoltles giuen vs, Notwthſtanding 
how haue the people cared fo2 Balle, Waſſe,Baſle, onelp 
with Baſle they hane benelatiſiied, Why doe they not cry 
now as much fo2 pzeaching of the wozde of God: without 
the which,they perilh: Nap, why doetheycrieſo much a- 
gainffit Dh what murnuringes and cowplaminges 
haue thepmade ſince thetr maſlle decayed; what lyes haue: 
thele idle bzaines inuenced, what ſlanders hate they tmagt: 
ned,and what falſerumours haue thep ſpzinckled abzoad it 
the wozlve, agamill them that haue ſincerelppzcached the 
Golpells Yow conſpire they againſt good Chaiſtian mini 
ſters whiche accozding to thetr vocation attend their 
flockes, TUhat tunultes,vpzo2es,and rcbellions hauethep 
rayſed againſt their ſupertours, tothe great hinderance of 
Gods holp wozde$ Pap not a inan mantfeſtly bcholde in 
them th: monſtrous beaſtthat fightcth againſt the lambe 
and wozd of God? 

No doubt, as the dewill bzonght vp his Church at the 
beginning and increaſed it, So would he now (ifhecould) 
bpizold, maincatne, anddefend the ſame, That is, not by 

preaching 
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eaching,. but by maſling : not by feediug, but by loyte- 
| cr not by the regall authozity that pzoccedeth from 


God, but by tpzamy, by authozity vſurped, cuen by amon- 
wy +I callitamonltrous beaſt, that is, either 


' without anhead,o2 clſe hath many beads, Subiects vſur: A monſtrous 
ping the ſwozd of tuſtice, and executing pergeance vpan 


thcy2 ſupexiours, -be a body without an head, o2 elle with 
n:any heaps,and therefozeamonltrous beaſt,: This mon: 
ſtrous beaſt hath lift vp, bozne, andmainteined the whoze 
of Babylon ,which is the church of antichzifk, 

This monſtrous bealt hath put vp her hozncs heere in 
England againſt the wozd of God, and faine would rule 
the lame againe, ifthe demll could bang it topalle : whoſe 


labour 1s-in vaine, foz we know the: trueth of Gods wozd 


poceedeth euer from God, and therefoze hath God ſet it 
foxth amongſt vs, by his owne vicegerent, a mapden king 
our liege 102d and ſupzeme head in his domintonsnert vn- 
der Chzilt, and that by act of parlement, with the conſent 
of the nobility of the realme, and the lozdes ſpirituall any 
temmpozall,and the commons of the lame, 

LetSathan therefoze leaue off wich allhis wickedins 
ſtrumfts,which go about to perſwade the filly people that 
Gods booke and this new learning (as they callit) is he- 
reſie ; whereby thepſlander they? godlp magiſtrates, any 


ſpeake euillpfthem that be in authozicp. Which thep2 cu- The ſeventh 
ſtomable ſo-doing auaileth them nothing, foz whenthey 2*** of alle 


haue pzooued it hereſie (which ching they ſhall as caſily 
bzing topalle,as to pzooue light darkeneſle, and darkeneſle 
light) then uſt they alſo compell all them that hae ſet it 
fozth, andall them that willingly recetued the ſame, todo 0- 
pen penance foz theyz manifeſt hercſie,as rhep ſap, 

Thus fo ſpcake eutll of them that be in authoyty,is one 


_ oftheir pzoper markes wherebp they be knowen to be of 


Antichziſts bzood, which hath by conſpiracy cauſcdrebct- 
lion euer againſt ſuch gouernozs as haue done any thing a- 
gainſt thep2 tpzanny, and excommunicated, curſed, and de- 

| : "ne poſed 


TheEpiphante 
: poled emperors, and kings thathaue diſpleaſed they) hy- 
The kings u*ngcciſte, whoſe authozity, as it is next vnto God, ſohath 
rhoriry is"eX God left the coprection thereof vnto himlelfe, and neither 
I-fronlyro his V1t9 Paelt n22 people. God commandeth, ſaping: Youch 
corre&ion. not mine anointed,and do my prophets no harme. Tf 
elal:109- jt be notlawfullto touch Gods anopnted kings, Gods offe- 
cers,Gods lieutenants, Gods vicegerents that be appoyt 

ted by God to rule in his ſte, let them take heed that do vs 

ſurpe they! ſwowd, fo2 vndoubtedly Gods vengeance wnll 

Namb.16- fallvpontham, Example hereof wehaue in Chozah, Da- 
than and Abiram, which role vp againſt Poſes with other 

men of the childzen of Jlrael, euea two hundzeth and fiftie 

that were captainesof the multitude, great # famous men 

Pla.;s. — Inthecongregation: butGods vengeance fell vpon them, 
fo2 the earth opened and ſwallow?2d themdowne aliue, Yet 

theſerebels were not of the baſe and lower ſozt of the peo: 

ple,but captaines and famous men, Conſider then, if God 

cannot abide this rebellion and vſurping ofche ſwozdof iu: 

ſtice in a captaine, ſurelphe will not ſuffer it in a ſouldiorr, 

Tfnot in a famous o2 nobleman, verely hz will notleaue it 

vnplagued in one of che lower ſubiects :no he will not ict 

it eſcape vnpuniſhed in whom  whenſoeuer it be, becauſe 


it is high treaſon agamſt himlelfe, 
Treaſon will = Though they wozke craftily and ſecretly, yet will theyz 
out, falſe traitourous hearts bewzap themlſelues befoze thep be 


Ecco. ware, if Gods wozd (as nezdes it mult) be true, Be nor 
Thistextis thou ſo bold as once to thinke or imagine cuill againſt 
afcerthetral- the king, or that thou wilt reprehend the prince al- 
> nappy though thou be alone in thy yn chamber, for it will 
Jo'n Cam. Come our, ifnot otherwiſe, ſurely the birds that flye in 
pi ſe. the ayre will not ſuffer it to be hid. 

IDeerebpit appearcth that the wozd of God repzoueth, 
peacondemnecth all maner of perſons, of what ſkate, cons 
dition, oz degree (oeuer they be, that m wozd oz thought do 
ariſe vp,rebell,o2 reſiſt the kings authoyity, ſpecially in ſet- 

Rom-13.1.2, ting foozth Gods wozde, For there is no power but of 
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God, the powers that he are ordeined of God : whoſo- Gods word 


cuertheretore refiſteth power reſiſterh the ordinance condemncth 
of God: but they that reſiſt ſhall get vato themſelucs — nag J 
damnarion, Thelc are Gods wozds and not mine, - oe = 

Againe,as almighty God would that we ſhould neither pzjaſt we 
hurt no2 harme his true p2ophers & pzeachers ofhis wozd: king, 
ſb Jeſus Chzift the ſoane of God, giueth vs a ſpeciallc 3;n- 
mandeinent to beware of antichzilks p2elats, calling them 
falſe pzophets, ſaping, Beware of ſalſe prophets a hich Math.7-I5s 
come to you in ſheepsclothing, but inwardly they are 
rauening wolues. Wolues are wzapped in ſheepes clo: 
thing, whentpzants rule in the place of ſhepheards, vnder 
thetitles of holy fathers, wazſhipfull doctours,honaurable 
prelats, #c, Thele Chult painteth vnto vs, bythenames Mar-15-1 4- 
of Blinde guides, Froward generation, Adulterous ge- M21 6-+- 
neratio,Phariſcs Sadduces, Hypocrites,Generation of a 
vipers, Serpents, Adders brood, Painted ſepulchres, The 8. note 
Painted wall,&c. who (faith he) do binde together hea- of Antictviſte 
uie burdens, and grieuous tobe borne,and lay them on 
mens ſhoulders,but they themſclues will not heaue at 
them withone oftheir fingers . Alltheir wozkes do thep R__ 
ko2 the intentthatthey may be ſeencofmen, | 

Allo they goe in long religious apparell, they mult be 
had mreuerence, and (aluted with names and titles of vig- 
nity,chep (hutvp the kingdome of heauen befozemen, both The ro.nore 
by their example and doctrine, condemning the wikifping of Ancicbriſt- 
faith fo2 bereſte, 

They vle long pzapers with lippe laboz fo2 lucres ſake, The 2 7- nore- 
they be verpcurious in ceremonies and rifles, but in great *><1*-205e- 
matters, as iudgement, mercy and fapth, they haue little 
regard, they ſec quickly a moat in another mans eye, but The r3.note. 
will not looke on the beame in their owne, they are great The 14-nore+ 
tntanglers of mens conſciences with meates, dzinkes,holy 
dayes, and mens traditions : finally, theyhaue (as befoze C2112» 
hath beene ſaid) thep2 conſciences marked with the hoat y- 
ron ofburning makre, enuy, -_ hatred againſt all _ 

& Jat 


And the 15. 
note of An» 


tchciſt, 


A rrue pro- 
phecic pro- 
ung Anti+ 
chriſt tobe 
come, 


A202 9. 


Mat.7.13,14- 


The Fpiphanie 


that lotte Gods wozd, fozbivding toniarry, and comman- 
ding to abſkaine from meats which God hath created to le 
receiued with giuing thanks of them that belecue # know 
the trueth , Theſe and ſuch like be they? fruites : theſe be 
ws 7 ye ſhall know them (ſayth Chziſt) by theyz 
works, 

"That thoſe ſhould enter into the Church after chat che 
Golpell was pzcached by the apoſkles, Paw/ plapnly ſhews: 
cth, ſaying, 1 am ure ofthis, that after my departing 
ſhal gricuous wolues enter in among you, not ſparing 
the flocke, This tg the Church that cannot erre, 

Furthermoze that you may the better perceiue #& know 
the Church that cannot erre, from the Church that cannot 


but erre :you ſhall vnderſtand there be but two wayes, 


"Spirits of truth.” " Spirits of error, 
Faithfull, Vnfaithfull, 
Godly, Vngedly, 
The way | Children of The way | (hiadren of the 
ef the God. - of the I aenill. 
Members of Members of the 
( brift, dewill, 
| Hh Catholike Wicked Church 
Church, of Antichriſt. 


Call them by what names you will, Ch;ift calleth the 
one The broad way, attd the other The narrow vvay, 
ſaying, Enter in at the ſtrait gate for wide 15 the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadcth to deſtruRion, and 
many there be which goe in therear. But ſtrait is'the 
gate, and natroyv is the vvay vvbich leadethinto life, 
and fevy there be that finde it , J®ote diligently theſe 
wozdes of the tructh , He ſheweth heere two gates, two 
wayes, and the end of either of them, 


Strait gate, Wiae gate, 
The< Narrow way and The< Broad way and dee 
life, « ſtruftion, 


The wide gate openeth ito the b;oad wap,and leadeth 
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of the Church. 


into deſtruction, that is, death, deſperation and hell, 

The ſtrait gate openeth into the narrow way which 
keadcth into life,joy, and eternall felicity, Ban do enter in 
at the wide gate,+-walke the v20a0 way, whole end ig dam- 
nation remevile{l? : foz it is wiitten of Antichzilt, He ope- Habaca. 5. 
neth his deſare wide open as the hel,and is as vaſatiable 
as death: all heathen gathereth hevnto him, and hea- 
peth vato him all people. But few doe enter the ſtrait 
gate,becauſe tew do finde it :fo2 who lo findeth the gate,he 
is inthe way, Jin this gate whoſoeuer ffamveth ina waue: 
ring, looking backeward, is neither in the way no2 inthe 
gate. No manthat putteth his hands to the plough, & , 
looketh backe,is apt to the kingdome of God, Ta ſtag: ***7 
ger therefoze im this matter, aud to looke backe, is to be 
therewith both out of the gate and the way, He that is in 
the gate is in the way, and ſure of life ; fo2 the gate, way, 
and life be ſo vnite in one, that it cannot be, but he that is 
in them,is in poſſeſſion of the other, and he that is out of 
them, looleth the other. The gate1ts nothing elſe, but an 
opening o2 doze into the way of like, Chak is the doze, \c 
Chilt is the wap, and Chaiſt is the life,whtich ſapth, I am |.1., ro. 
thedore,by me itany man enter in,he ſnalbe ſafe. And 
againe, I am the vvay,the trueth, and thelife, no man Iobn 146. 
commeth to the father but by me, Alfo S, John latth, 7.Tobn 5+ 
God hath ciuen vnto vs eternall lite, and this life is in 
his ſonne ; he thathath the ſonne hath life, and he that 
hath not the ſonne of God, hathnor life, Thus is Chailk 
the gate,way,and life, 

But who bethey that do enter this gate * Foxlooth the 
p2ophet ſheweth , ſaping , This is the gate of the Lord, Plal.118. 
the righteous ſhall enter into it. The rightcous D 
Lowe, who be righteous $ Chyiſt onelp ts righteous, 
wee all are ſinners, Foz If weeſay wee haue no ſinne ?.John 1- 
wedecciue our {clues and there is no trueth in vs, 

If wee acknowledge 5ur ſinnes hee is faythtull and 
wuſttoforgiue ys our ſinnes, and to clenſe vs from all 
E 3 varighte- 


Llohn 3 


Habbak.2. 
Rom,.l- 
Heb-10. 


Luke 1z, 
M art.10 


Plal-32. 


LCor., 


Mar. 2. 
Row. 3, 


The Epyphanie 
vnrighteouſneſſe. Thele thinges Idoe wnte ( fapth 


Tohn) vnto you;that you finne not : Andif anie man 
ſinne, we haue an aduocate with the father,Ieſus Chriſt 
the righteous, and he it js that obtaineth grace for our 
fioncs,Loehcre tz our righteouſneſſe,by this aduocate,and 
fo2 this avttacatesſake ſo mante as pertaine vnto fayth, be 
reckoned and callcd righteous. Df the which rightcoulnes 
it is wzitten, The righteous ſhall liue by his owne 
faith ;and if he withdraw himſelfe, my foule ſhall haue 
no pleaſure in him. It is not we (ſaith Pa!) that with- 
drawe our ſelues ynto damnation, but we pertain vnto 
faith, to the winning of the ſoule. Fo by tapth the foule 
winneth the righteouſnes that is in Chaift Jeſu our Lozd, 
if he withdzaw not himſclfe, that is, ifheneithcr fo2 louc of 
the wozlde noz feare of tozmentes fozſake not the trueth re- 
cetued,noz dente it befoze men. Thich trueth ſaith He that 
denicth me before men, ſhal be denicd before the An« 
gcls of God, Allo, He that endureth to the end, ſhal be 
iaued, Thercfozc, ſo manic as percaine vnto faith, muſt 
holde faith, ſlicke vnto Chaiſt, ſtand faſt, and walke in the 
erueth, and then they ſhalbe happie, and thetr ſinnes ſhall 
nat be imputed vnto them, as witneſleth the p2ophet, ſap» 
tax ;Blefled is hee vvhole vnrighteouſncſſc is forgiuen, 
and vvhole ſinne is couered , Bleſſed ts the man vnto 
vvhome the Lord imputeth no ſinne, and in vvhoſe 
ſpirice there is no guile. But whos the caulk. that ſine 
isnat tmpuced to the faithiull$}Not ovr righteouſneſlſe,but 
che righteouſnes of Jeſus Chaiſf, Which of God is made 
ynto vs wiſedame,and righteouſncle,and fantifiyng, 
and redemption, Who hath indeede fo2 vs fulſtiled all 
righteounec, wherewith wee be indewed though faith, 
accozding to the wozd of Godthat ſaith, Therighteoul- 
nefle of God commeth by the faith of Icfus Chriſt vn= 
toall,and vpon all them that belcue on him: And theres 
foe we hold that a man ts tuſtificd by faith, Tobe iuſtifiey' 
by faith is tobe made by faith ſure of Chulltes owns 
.neite 
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 oftheChurch. 
neffe our iuftification. Foz he þ belceuethinhim that tuſtift. | 
eththevngodly,'is his faith counted fo2 righteoulnes. Foz 324 
this cauſe 18 Jeſus Chailtcalled, Eman»e/, which bp in: 1, .. 
terpzetation is as much to ſap, as God vyich vs, 02 whole 


ours, This is the gate, this is the way, thts is ltfe, The 10hn x0. 


holy Ghoſt openeth the gate, foz he is the pozter,and fapth Ephcſ.z. 
1s the gifte of God, Fatth findcth the gate, fayth entreth, 
and fatth ſetteth hold on life . By faith Noah found and en- G<n.5- 
cred this gate,which ſauedhim from dzowning;, 3nto this 
gate centred A&raham when hee fozlooke his countrie,na- 
nation and fathers houſe, and obeyed Gods wozte, This <®: 
gate found Zoe whereby heeeſcaped birning , Loſes, Gen. 18. 
eAaron,Toſwe and diuers of the taithful Jewes found this 
gate,+therby were ſure ofchetr ſalnation,P4:/p had found 
this gate whenhe ſaid vnto Nathaniel, We haue found lohn r. 
him of vvhome oye in the Javy and the propheres 
did vvrite, Ieſus of Nazareth, Thereby it appeareth þ 
the fathers in thevlde law befoze the incarnatioof Chuſt, 
foundChaiC this gate,wap,and life, Foz Narharie! fourd 
this gate bp faith befoze he ſawe Chailt with his coxpozal 
eyes , elshadrothce bene a verte Jſraclite without guile, 
Df whome Chyilt ſaid,Behold a right 1ſraeltein vvhom 
15 no guile, Nathanie/knowledged this gate when he ſaid 
bnto Chiſt, Maiſter, thou art the ſonne of God, Thou 
art the king of Iſrae], Peter alſo and theother of the Apo: 
ics confeſſed the ſamc, when theyſaid, Thou art Chriſt 
the ſonne of the liuing God , All, uen ſomanie ag our 
ſauiour payed fo2,found and ſhall finde chis gate , which Math-16. 
be but averie fewe in compariſon of them that finde itnot, 
They be (as wee might ſap) but an handfull tothe wozld 
By the which name they be allocalled that cnter the wide 
ate and walke the bzoad way , Chziſt the ſonne of God, 
aying and p2aying vnto the father, 

Father, Ipray not forthe vvorld,but for them which lobn 17- 
thouhaſt given me, for they are thine, and all mine 
are thine, and thine are mine, and I ameglorifiedin 


E 3 them, 


Tohn:. 


_y_— yn > ns 


Math.13, 
Luke 14. 


Tohn 14, 


TheEpiphanie 
them, And Neuertheleſſe I pray nor for them alone, 
but for them alſo vvhich shall beleeue on me thorovy 
their preaching, that they all maybe one, as thou fa- 
ther artin me, and 1 in theezand thatthey alſo maybe 
one invs, thatthe vvorld may belccue that thou haſt 
ſcntme , Jeſus Chyilt knewe right well that the greater 
number would not enter this gate by faith , and 

he ſaid, Jpzapnot fo2 the wo2ld., iÞe would haue all ſavev 
and come to the knowledge ofhis trueth, but chep will not 
belecue the trueth, but hate and perſecute the trueth , And 
therefoze he knowing the great danger that his ſmal lack 
were in, andſhould be in amongelfthe wicked , and their 
ſmall ſtrength alſo in ſauingthemſelues from cherr tyzan- 
nie, pzaped fo2them that they might be one infaith any 
loue, hauing the ſpiric oftrueth dwelling i them,TWhere: 
by they euer haue in poſſeſſion that pzetious pearle any 
hidden treaſurc that the wozlde canneyther taſtenoz finde, 
becauſe hee that will haue and taſte i, mult in finding ic 
therewith renounce and giue foztt allthat hee hath, oz elſe 
hee looſcthit. UAhiche thing onelp the electe that haue 
the Spirite of trueth , whome the wozlve cannot haue, 
doe, and none elſe, And thereby they haue, yea and feele 
in thepz great aTlictions that peace of conſcience, that 
Chailt gxaue vnto them, ſaping, Peace I leave vvith 
you, my peaceI giue vato you,nat as the world gmeth, 
giue I vato you, Lex not your hearts be prieued, nei- 
ther feare, From the which netther lolle of friends any 
goods, neither loile of good name and fame, noz ſhame of 
the wozld, neither thzeatnings no2 pziſanment, no2 ſcour: 
ginges adtozmentcs, no2 pet deathit ſelfe could ſeparate 
them thathay ouceentred, felt, andcafted how ſweete the 
Low is . This made Peter, Antyew, John, James, any 
the other apoſtles to fozfake allthings, eſteeming icto be 
moze woo2th then goodes, friendes, oz life in this wozld, 
Paul bemg tn this gate, and taſking the ſweetneſſe there- 
of with a vehement ſpirit ſayth,Wha shal ſeparate vs fro 
the 
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the loue of God?Shal tribulationor angnish? or perſe- Rom8. 
cution?cither hungereither nakednes? cirfcr peri]? ci. 
ther ſword?Who ſaith, I am ſure that nencher death nor. 
life, neither angels,nor rule,nor povyer,neither thinges 
preſent,nor things to come, neither high,nor lovy, nor 
any other creature shalbe able to ſcparate vs from the 
louc of God, whichis in Chrift Tefn our Lord? Foxthis 
the holy Catholike Church ſuffererl and encr ſhall ſtiffer all 
kindcs of cozments vntiil Choiſt commeth againe co delis 
uer her, as euer hitherto thcy hae ſuffered, whereof ſome 
weremocked,ſome ſcourged.fomep2:ifoned,ſome baniſhco, 
ſonie dzowned, ſome ſawen, ſome hewcn im picces, ſore 
burned,ſome racked,atd ſome ftcned to death, Thich ho: 
iy Catholike Churchmap well ſay, accozding toche fcrip- 
tures, Thou (O God) makeſt vs to be rebuked of our Plal44- 
neighbours, to be laughed tc ſcorne, and hadin derift- 
on of them that be round abt out vs, And For thy ſake 
arevyekilled all day long, and are counted as sheepe R*%'5- 
appointed tobe ſlaire, Theſe bethe fret thatdo findeche 
narrow gate : theſe be the righteors that doe finde anden- 
terthe ſame : theſe be thepthat Chift ſo lottingly pzayed 
fo2, whoſe pzayer (without fatle) becauſe ofhis rcuercnce 
was heard: theſe be thep that be oneinfaith and loue, euen Heb. 5+ 
of one heart and onemtnde,tn one houſe, the holy catholtke 
church,vnite and knit together with one ſpirit, the ſpirit of 
trueth that cannot erre, 

MPozeouer, cuerp one that is of this holy Catholike 
church, map ſap with the ]zophet, 1 hy vvord (O Lord) plakis. 
isa lanthorne vnto my feet, and alight vnto my paths, 
Fo they ſtabliſh they? faith by the wozd of God, and Auop 
to fozme thep2 life, & to faſhion they? maners by the ſane, 
who be knowen by thzee netable ſignes, by faith, byloue, Three ſore 
and by the ſpirit of God. He that lacketh any one ofti;eſe, fignes of the 
isnot in the trait .gate, but wide gate: he walketh not in holy cark=- 
the narrow wap, but bzoad way: he is not of the church of <<< 
Jeſus Chaift,but of the church of Antichaiſt, 
Faith 


The Epiphanie 
Ba; Eaithis a ſure confidence of things vvhich arc hoped 
aith. : : 0 

" "BP for, and a certaintie of thinges vvhich are not ſeenc, 
This faith vzingeth vs the knowledge of God, and ma: 

keth vs to vaderſtand ouc owae ſinfull nature and weake: 

Heb.1t. neſle ; fo2 Paitle ſaith, Through faith we vaderſtand that 
the world was ordained by the word of God, and that 
thinges which are ſeene are made of thinges which are 

not ſcene, &c, Df our owne infirautie by ltnne, we haue 

exa;nple in him chat bzought his ſonne vnto Jelus to be 

Markegs, Healed,which with teares {ayd, Lord I beleue,helps thou 
my vnbelicke, This man vndaubtedly ſaw by faith great 
tperfections in htmlſelte, eucn his ſinnc, as tt were, ouer- 

whelming his faith, and therefoze he wept,and ſapd, Lord 

Luker7.  helpe thou my vabeliefe, Likewiſe the Apoſtles conſtve- 
The firſt - Tring they: great burden of ſiane and frailen?ſſe, ſaidvnta 
thingrhat theLo, Increaſeour faith , This is the firlt thing that 
fairh worketh fy; wojketh invs , it bungeth vs the knowledge of our 
pots ſinne, and vileneſſe of the ſame , and maketh vs tocrie ta 
God fo2 helpe and ſeeckeremedie fo2 our ſinne, which ts 

Teſus Chiilt, that gaue himlelfe co death vponthe crolle 

fo: onr ſinne as is afozeſaid , Thus wzought faith inthe 

penitent publican that thought hiniſelfe vnwozthy to lift, vp 

his epes vnto heauen , but ſmote himſelfe vpon the bieſt, 

Luke 18, {aping, God be mercifull to me a ſtaner , Thus fapth 
wauxht inthe Centurisn oz petie captaine, which twgey 

Luke 7- himſcife ynworthy of Chaiſtes preſence,ſaping,Lord I am 
not worthie that thou ſhouldeſt enter vnder my roufe; 

wherefore I thought not my ſelfe vvorthy to come 

vno thee, but ſay thou the word and my ſeruant ſhal 

be whole,&c, Such a lowe eſkimation did faith wozke in 

Lutes. Peter when he ſaid, Lord goefrom me tor I am a finfull 
man, And leaf anie man ſhould contend heretn,y this faith 

(which thus bzingeth v3 knowledge of God & of our owne 

ſinful nature & weakneſſe)ſhould be a fapned faith , a deay 

faith,o2 a veils faith:heare » pzaile therof by'him p cannoc 

flatter no2 lie y truth,who ſaith,of the ſame,1 ſay -_ you 
I naue 


ofthe Church. 


hauenot found fo great a faith,no not in Iſrael, Note, Luke7, 
Chailt calleth this a great faith, Uerilp it ſo great that it 
biingethvs our iliſtification and peace with God, which is The ſecond 
che ſecond thing that faith wozketh m vs. That faith yin: Þinsbar | 
gecth vs the righteouſneſle of Chyilt our uſtification, ts al- ;,, ,. 
ready plainely pzooued by the ſcriptures and wiitings of 
JPauic,wha gocth further and ſaith, Becauſe thertore that Rom 5- 
we-are juſtified by faith, weeare at peace with God, 
Ando declare the verygate,voze and wap, wherbp ween: 
ter into this peace and fauour of God, hee addethſaping;, 
Through our Lord Iefus Chriſt, by whomalſo it chan- gom.s. 
ced ynto vs, to be brought in through fathvato this 
grace wherein we ſtand,ang reioyce1n the hope of the 

lory of the children of God. Ibeere you ſee manifeſtly 


faith entereth into theſtrait gate which is Chziſt. This +, ..4:.4 


faith is not idie, fo2 it maketh vs toſkano, that is to ſap, to thing thar 
perſenere and walkein the narrow way bp loue, which is faich workerh 
the third thing that faith wozketh in vs, and therfozeit fol: i» va. 
loweth, Not that on —_ allo we retoycein tribulati- 
ons,knowingthat tribulation bringeth patience, pati=- 

ence bringeth experience, experience Pringerh hope, 

and maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the loue of 


God is theddeabroad 1n our hearts by the holy Ghoſt NS 


.which is giuen vnto vs, No thanke then vntoour faith,no 
-thanke vnto our lone; but all thanke and pzaiſe,and glozp be 
Niven bnto God, whoſe holy ſpirit wozketh fayth, loue, 
hope, patience.andaltogether invs, ; 


Fayth that wozketh by loue ts nnich wozth befoze God, Love. 
which loue is the ſecond note of the holy Catholike church: $#!-5- 
favth fetcheth thts lone of the great loueof God, which firſt 
ſo loted vs, that hee gaue his onelp begotten ſonne Jelis 
Chaiſt,tothe end that all that belecue im himſhould not pe: 
riſh, but hanelife euerlaſting,Of thts loue ſpeaketh Joaule, 
ſaying, Walke in loue euenas Chriſt loued vs,and gaue Epheſ-5- 
himſelfe for vs an offering and ſacrifice ofa ſweete ſa- 
uour to God, Thigloue JPaule lcarned of his maiſter our 

F ſautour 


TYohn1$- 


The Epiphanie 
ſaulour Jeſits Chit, commanding and ſaying, A newe 
commandement I do giue vnto you,that ye louc toge- 
ther as I hauc loued you, Jeſus Chyilt ſo loued vs, that 
he gaue himſelfe foz vs, fo: he was obedtent vnto God the 
father foz vs vnto death, yea vnto death vpon the crolle, 
This loue ſo warmeth the heart with hope and aſſurance 


Hope & feare, Of euerlaſting life (for we are ſaued by hope) thatit put: 


Rom-8. 


1.lohn 4, 


teth away all ſeruile feare: Jſap not all feare, foz there re: 
matneth and abideth in the heart an holy renerend feare 02 
d2ead of diſpleaſing God, oz lothneſle toloole God and his 
holy ſpirit, which ifa man taſte, ts rather areuerend io, 
and a glad loue than feare : therefoze is it truely (aid, Per- 
fe&t loue caſteth out feare,thatis to ſay, Jeſus Chyilt by 
bis holy ſpirit poſſeſſing the heart of man tlpough fapth, 
pntteth cleane away the teare of ſhame, loſſe of goodes 02 
friends,cthe feare of tozments,enemies,and pziſonment,yca 


The office of the feare pf ſinne, death, the deuill and hell. So that the of: 


true faith. 


The ſpirit of 


Ehriſt- 


Kom.s8. 


fice of true faith ſcttcth not onely befoze our eyes the vile: 
neſle of ſinne, that cauſed Chyiſt co die, but ic alſo bzingeth 
vs Jelus Chailt the atonement makcr betweene God and 
bs foz our ſime,whereofcormmeth loue. In the which loue 
is manifeſt the third note of the holy Catholike church, fox 
now we feare God no moze as a terrible inoge , but tho- 
rowhis holy ſptrit we loue him as a molk gentle & louing 
father,whereof ſpeaketh Paule, ſaying thus: Ye haue not 
receiued the ſpirit of bondage to feare any more, but 
you hauereceiued the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we 
crie, Abba, Father, Abbaigs as much in Engliſh as Day, 
o2 Deare father : it is the Sy1ian ſpeech, left vntranſlated 
both by the Latine men, &alſo Engliſh men, to the intent 
(3 ſuppole)that ic ſhoutd alſo be Engliſh:foz chis J know, 
thatthe firſt wozd thatan Engliſh Chailtian chiide begin- 
neth toſpeake, is Abba, commonly, long: befoze he can 
ſpeake any thing elſe, which Chaiſtianbabe in his tnnocen: 
cic is a witneſle with Pate that God is a deare father vn: 
to Chaſhans thzongh his holy ſpirit, by his ns 
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of theChurch, 


Chi, Thus pou may eaſily percciue by thoſe ſeriptures Faich,loue, & 
chat fatth,loue, and the ſpiritof God doe go together, and che [piric of 
be togerher in euery true Chailtian as ſurenotes and ſcales God, >< 198e* 
ofhis ſaluation, Faithentring the gate of ſaluation, tic- "0 ©? 
kerh to the wozy of Gov, and takerh it onely co betherule q;., 

of life and doctrine , Loue cleaucth vnto Chyilt, and ma: 

keth faith known, as the fruics do the tree,and putteth a: 

way feare, The ſpirit of God quiereth the conſcience, and 

bzingeth wich a reuerend dzeav,iop and gladncſle incffable. 

Jfyon know this, you be a very true member of the hoip 

Catholike church, and in the ſtrait gate and narrow way 

vyto cternall life, Jf you know not chis, J ſayno moze but 

God haue mercy vppon you; For wide is the gate and Math.7.; 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruion, and ma- 

ny there be which go 1n therear. 

- Heere (methinketh) J| do heare anivle bzaine ſa, that 

theſe ſignes and notes be of mine owne mention, which 

do rather confoiid & dim the church,than make it knowen, 

Unto whom J] doe anſwere, Jfit be dim and hid, it t8hid «.Cor.4 


| bnto them that periſh : but vnto the childzen of lightic is 


manifeſt enough, Allo theſenoces benot mine, but rather 
Gods books, there J do findethem, 

Of the irik, Chuilt ſaith, Euery tree is knowen by his xe 5. 
fruites, Thich wozds be made plaine by theſe ſapings of The firſt nore 
Paule:To belecue withthe heart, iutifieth, & toknow- of Chriſtes 
ledge vvith the mouth, maketha man ſafe, Faith then <Þui<Þ- 
is not deadinthe hearc :if it be dead, it is not faich : faith is "2 
knowen by the mouth,asthe tree is knowen by the fruits, 
fo; of the treaſure of the heart themouth ſpeaketh, A good 
man out of the good treaſure of his heart bringeth 
forth thatyvhich is good, Lukes, 

Dfthe ſecond, John ſaith, God isloue, and hee that Th. cons 
dvvellcth inloue, dyvelleth in God, and God in him. notcof Chri- 
He then cannot be hid in whome God dwelleth. And Hee tes church» 
that loueth his brother abideth in the light, and there 7.lohn 4. 
15no occalionofcuill in him. The light therefoze mult 1, John- 
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The Epiphanie 


needs be ſeene. Ncereisco benat2d, that as faith without 


I.lohn 3. 


Tohn 13. 


The third 
note of Chri- 
es Church. 

Kom.s. 


The ſte 
fignes of the 
holy Catho- 
Ike church' 
be gathered 
our of Cods 


booke. 


ccodly wo2ks ts a dead faith, and therefoze no faith : ſo lgue- 


withaut the ſame g9od wozks aiſo is not loue, but naturall 
aﬀetion, For vvho ſo hath theſe vyorlds goods,& ſecth 
his bro:her hata necd, and shutteth vp lus compaſsion 
from him, hovve dyvelleth the loue of God 1n hum? 
Thus 1s loue maniteſtlp.-knowen by the goad wozke, Dur 
ſautour Jeſu Chziſt appomting this tobe the notable ſigne 
of the church fatth bntothem, By this shall all mea knovyv 
thatye are my diſciples, ifye haue louc one to another. 

D:tye thwd note, which 1s the ſpirit of Bod, Paulle 
wiittng to the Ro.,nanes, hath cheſe wazdes, Ifany man 
hauec not the {pint of Chriſt, the ſame 1snone ofhis. 
And a little after, he ſp:akingofhimſelfe and other of the 
church of Ch2ift,atth; The ſame ſpiritcertiftech our ſpi- 
rit that we are the children of God. Jfthe ſpirit of God 
certifieth a mans conſcience that he 1s the chitde of God, 


then hee may be ſure that hce is of the church of Chult., 
. Heereby pou percetue that theſe notes are appopnted by 


Gods booke,+ not of mine inuention,to be vufallible ſignes 
of the holp Catholtke church, aad of cucry member of che 
ſame, which be all ofone farth, vnite ag one by loue, & go- 
uerncd w:th one and the ſa-ne ſpirit oftrueth, 

Finallp, if theſe ſignes of the holy catholicke Church 
be not yet euidcut and plaine inough vnto pou,to knowe the 


- (ame, perhappes becauſe pou pour ſeifc be none ofthe 


Manifcſt 
fignes of the 
church. 


The fit ma. 


eſt norte of 


L.._ tes 
church. 


Church,marke yctdiligenthy the effectcs that follow, 
Firſt, the ſimple and plaine ſetting fozth of the wozde of 
God,both in wating and pzcaching, with the adininiftratt: 
on of Chyiltes ſacramentes accozding to the ſame, 
Sccondly,the nurmuringes, complaminges, contentts 
cles,vp2o2cs, and tumultes of the wicked againſt the ſame, 
Thirdly, the perſecution, and pattcntly ſuffering of the 
vere clect of God foz the ſame, as the elect of God taketh 
nothing fromhis holy wozdcs , but wholly fticketh vnto 
the ſame without anie of their owne addii.ons, So wa 
they 
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of the Church. 


they alwatcs ſtnccrelp openthe ſame vnto the wozlde, any 
Lauc their wholeteaght in making it knowne vnto men, 
Cleo they hane of their mailer Chut a ſpectall com: 
mandeiment lo earncitip gtuen vnco them, as though hee 
had required of thamthat alone, binding them as theyls- 
ued him, to teache,fecde,and pzeach vnto his ſheepe . Und \, 
as hc required of them this teaching awdpzeachingof the 11 .cke 6.16, 
Golpcl moſt earneſtly, (o vid he molt oftenput them in mc- ton 21. 
mopy of the ſame, This was the p2uacipail and great com: 
miſſion that he grane them, after his reſurrect:on, ſaying, 
Allpowerisgiuea voto me in heauen and incarth; Go Math.z8. 

c thercfore and teache all nations, baprtifing them in 
the name of the father, and of the ſonne,and of the ho. 
lie Ghoſt, teaching them to oberue all thinges,what- 
ſocuer T haue commanded you. Dther thinges then 
Chaiſt hath conmnanded to be taught, map not bee taught 
by Chulſfes commiſſion, who ſaith alſo, The holy hhoſt Luke 12, 
ſhall teache you, What % All thinges , and bring all John 14- 
thiages ynto your remembrance, whatſocuer 1 haue | 
{aijd vnto you. Againe, that thep might be ſure of they? ADR 
vndeceaueable rule, he faith, Preache the goſpell to all TH: 
creatures, vntoth? that thus do, Ie ſaith turther, He that |, | 
heareth you,hearcthine,and he that deſpiſcthyou,de- 


ſpiſcthme , and hee thatdefpiſerh me, delpiſeth him 


that ſent me. Becaule the childzen of perdition walking 
inthe bzoad way, deſpile thenarrow wap of the Golpell, 
and teachers of the ſame, they doe commit high treaſon a- 
gainſt Chyilk and againlf God, foz that they doe not re» 
gard, but contemne the great commiſſion of God,the Go- 
ſpelof his ſonne Jelus. Although this Golpel hould be 


foz atime troad bnder feete and ſealed vp, as it wasp2o: The Goſpel. 


phccied,anvas we haue ſeene it, yet ſhouldit be a witneſſe i** 9itnef> 
toallthe wozld, Chult ſaith, This Golpel of the king- = _ 
dome ſhalbe preached inall the worlde, for a witneile Dan.12. 


ro allnations, and chenshall the end come, The golpel Mat-2 4: 


is a witneſle of Chzilt and his Church to al nations in the 
FY wozld 


The Epiphanie 
wald, To the wickevit is a witnelſe,that they latte darke- 
john 3. — Mele morethnlight becauletheir wozkes are ewill. To 
F” the godly it is a ſure ſtap and witnelle that they are of the 
holy Catholicke Church, and members of Chziſk, 
Aplainero- @Thisis aplaine token of the holy catholicke church, 
kenofthe that whereſoeuer this goſpel is ſet fozth mn p mother toong 
holy catho* and countrie ſpeache, and ſincerlte taught, there bee the 
licke Churcl. true members of Chziltes Church, Example hereof we 
haue inthe pzeaching of the ſame by the Apoſtles at ie - 
ruſalem, in whome the holy Ghoſt ſa wzought that thep 
ſpake to euerie man (many beeing there of diuers ;any 
ſtrange languages) in their owne mother toonge,and couns 
Aci2- trie ſpeeche, 

The true miniſters of the wowde (in whome the holp 
Gholt ſpeaketh) euer teache the people in their owne lan: 
guage that thep vnderſtand , and not im aſtrange toonge 
that thep knowe not, TUe may therefoze be glad and top to 
haue ſcene and heardthe ſarie Goſpel here in England, ſec 
koxth inour mother toonge preached accozding to Chailtes 
p2omile-and ſincerely taught, 

D it is a wozlde tobeholdthe ſubciltie of Sathan woz- 
king in theſe wicked wozlvlinges , When hee feelcth by 
preaching of the Golpel, that his counterfeit religion is 
elpied, and that his lies and falſemiracles will erueta 
blinde and deceaue the people no longer: then he beffirrech 
hanſelfe, chen hee leeketh out his trulkie friendes and ſet- 
teth thema wozke , to fkirre thepeople tomurmuringes, 

When che tymultes, andvp2ozes, to the end that by deuiſtons, de« 
deuillhkad yateg,and diſcopdes, he map epther face out the Goſpel,oz 
men faſt dy « £18 fozthathe looſech ſome intheir faith , hee might winne 
cared norfor Moe by char euill life: TAhereby(albeit againlt their wil) 
their cuill both the deuill and his miniſters doe gine an euivent teſti» 
life. monie ofthe Goſpel, Foz Jeſus Chyiſt the wiſedome of 
Theſecond Gay the father knowing that it would be ſo, ſhewed that 
manifeſt note i, qouldbe ſo, both by his wozdes and example caking vp- 


of Greiſtes  onhim, that the wicked would lay tohis charge, ſapings 


F of the Church: 
Thinke not that I am come to ſend peace into the Math-1e- 
earth; Icamenot to ſend peace,but a ſword, For Iam 
come to ſet amanat a variance againſt nis father , and 
the daughter againſt her mother, and the daughter in 
lawe againſt her mother in layv, and a mans foes shalbe 
they Gat be of his owne houshold, And he pzophecicth 
allo, ſaying, Suppoſe yee that I am come to ſend peace 
on the carth, 1 cell you nay, but rather deuiſion. For 
from hence forth there ſnalbe fiue in one houſe deui- 
ded, three againſt two,and two againſt three, The fa- 
ther ſha]be Teuided againſt the ſonne, and the ſonne a- 
gainſt the father. The mother againſt the daughter,and 
the _— againſt the mother, The mother in lawe 
againſt her daughter in law , and the davghter inlane 
againſt her mother inJlavy , In this phaſe of ſpeache Chriſt pro- 
Chit ſhewed not himſelfe to be the authour and cauſe of Proc w 
diſcozd and diuiſton, buthee rather declared in their owne *Þ< diſcors, | 
wopdes therr falſe ſlanders, Hee bnewe right wellthat the ,,,.ow the 
wicked woulbe reſiſt the goſpell wth lyes, ſlatnders and preac bingel 
tumultes:and when they had thozow their owne malice craf; the goſpe],ra- 
clprape ch ages then hep woudturveing ki, 

ewes Jlay it to cs charge and tohis 
o2 miniſters ofthe ſame. Thus bath it benein —_ "_— 
The wicked hating the Goſpel, hane ſtirred vp2ozes and 
_ bnquietneſſe amongeſft the people, and then thep haue bur» 
dened the Goſpel and pzeacher withall, Thus the Scribcs 
and Phariſces with their Diſciples, moued the people a- 
gamſt Chaiſt, whereby thepmade vnquietneſſe, andthen 
they accuſed Chaiſt of blaſphemie,hereſie & making of di- 
Cention, and treaſon, when they themſclues were verie Math.26. 
dilcentious,traitours andblaſphcmous heretickes, neither Luke2** 
fue to God noz the Pyince, Fo? this cauſe, Chziſt know- 
ing befoze, vouchlafe co bewzay their malice, taking vpon 
himſelfe che perſon of diſcozd, when in verie dcede he is the 
berie peacemaker, bccauſehe knewe they woulve ſo invge 
him and repozte him tobe, as wee can witneſe they haue 
done, 


Luke 12+ 


The Epiphanie a 
doo. wherkfoze wee mult needes beleue this his pzopheſte, 
nowe that we haue heard tt, and ſeen it fit!fifled, | 

The bannerof @Trulie, Trulie, as th? ſhadawe followerh the bode: ſo 

Chritt goerh Chyiltcscrole followeth the holy Catſſoltque church. And 

euer with his ag the greater the height of the lanxe is, the moze ts the 

Church,a»  thadow ſeene: ſo,the greater theheight ofthe goſpelſhin- 

rocthwich Ncby preaching,the nozemanifeſt is the crofle of Chaiff, 

the body. Who ſapth, He thac loueth father gr mother more theh 

Mat-10. me,is not worthie of me , and heei'that loueth ſonne or 

ordaughter more then me,1is not vvorthie of me, And 
he that takethnot his croſle and follovveth me , is not 

"OY vvorthicof me, Alſo if anie man vvill comeafter me, 

lethimdeny humſelfe, and take vp his croffe dayly and 

follovy mee,For vvholocuer vvill ſaue his lyfe ; ſhall 

loſe it,But vvboſocuer dothloſe his life fot my fake, the 

ſame $ball ſaue it, For vyhoſoeucr is aschamed of me 

and my vvords,of him shall theſonne of man be asha- 

med vvhen he commeth in his maieſtie, andthe maie- 

ſtie cfhis father, Jt 18-vnpollible to ſticke vito the Go: 

| ſpel without the crofle , without trouble oz perſecntion, 
2-1. @OPaulbeing witneſſe,ſaping: All they that vvill liyegod- 
ly in Chrift Teſu shall ſuffer perſecution. Df the which 

| crofle and perſecution Chaiſt pzopyecied ſaping, ye $hall 
—— be hatcd of all men for-my names ſake. Bit vnto this in 
194n 15- | Jiother placcheginetha better cofort,ſaping, Ifthevvortd 
hate you, you knovve | hated me before it [rated you, 

If yeyvere of thevvorld , the vyorlde vvou'd loue hys 

ovvne, Hoyvbeit becauſe yecare not ofthe vyorlde, 

bat I haue choſe vou out of the vvorlde, therefore 

the vvorlde hateth you , -Remember the'vvord thar 

I faidevnto you. The ſervaunt js not greater them 

his Lorde : i they have perſecuted me they vvill 

ea perſecute you ', Secing the rrueth hath ſpoken theſe 
Maniſeſt ooze MINgES, they mult needes come topaſle, Therefore ig 
of Chriſtes nawremaineth , that all louers of the Goſpel and trueth, 
Church. —D9e patiently ſticke vntothe trueth inall their tribulations, 
any 
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ofthe Church, 


andcaſlto mentozie their maiffers firſt pzomiſe and bleſ: 
ſing, which is wzitten, There h: ſaith; Bleſſed arethey 
that ſuffer perſecution for righteoulnes ſake, for theirs 
is the kingdome of heauen, To ſuffer fo2 righteouſreſſe 
and truthes ſake (me thinkcth) nut be a ſigne ofthe elect 
of God. Foz thepvertlp p do luetmmotiucly in the wozld, 
and charicably with thetr neighbaurs, and notwithſtan- 
ding be hated, cuill ſpoken of, landered, and pcrſecuted of 
the wicked, onelp fo? fpcaking againſt ſume and iniquicie, 
and fo2 the Goſpels ſake, haue great caule to joy intheir 
frouble and perſcention,as it (olloweth, 

Bleſcedare yee vvhen men$hal ſpeake cuil of you, 
and perſecute you,and shalſpeake all euil againſt you, 
lying, for my ſake, Reioyce yce and be glad,tor plente+» 
ousis your revvarde in heauen.Loe this the Churche 
that cannoterre, 

Thus 3 hane veſcrtbcp befoze your cies both the church 
of Antichzti(f, which cannot but crre,and alſo the Church of 
Telus Chit that cannot crre, plainly., with their ſtgnes 
and notes: Note them therefoze circumſpectly,The church 
of Antichzilt isnot ſkabliſhed vppon the veritie of Sods 
worde and ſpirite, which ts the ſure foundationof tl;e holp 
catholicke Church,but vpona ſinful man, q#:4 onznis homo 
mendax, beceule cuerieman is alyer, Chultcs Churche 
hath one iuſtifipng faith which wozketh by loue, fo2the 
which Ancichuſtes Chrirch hath nzante faithes, as, a little 
faith, a ſmale faith,an vnpcriect faith , adeceiung fapth, a 
ſick faith, and adcad faith, Dominikes faith , Baſ13fa:th 
Auftens fatth, Veunets faith, Bernardes faith, Frances 
faith,and Deulls faith, All whichmapentcr the wide gatcs 
and be admitted into the popes Chirch, and pertaker of 
his mony ſacrifices, Where note they bethe greater nizy- 
ber : which thing maketh them boide to pcrſecute the fow 
and ſinall fiockthat entreth the Nratte gate offapth , any 
waltech thenarrow wayo*the Goſpel, which nal Hock 
neuer perlecuteth , Fo2 tis againſt the nature cfalat 

G ta 


z ne Epiphame - 
to ſicke the blouw ofa Woolfe , Jtis the pzopertie of che 
TWoo!fcto icke bloud,deuour andperſecute, 

* Thechurchof Tefus Chziſteucr ſuffercth, loueth, and 
pzaveth fo: cnenics and perlecutours, bal 

Antichaſts bz30d do murn:ure, hate, # perſecute, with 
a filthy conſcience, = 

Tt the church of Telus Chyilt onelp Gods -booke is 
a perfect rule of beltece,lite, and doctrine, in ſtead whereof 
Antich!iſts generation hath many baoks andrules,as ho- 
Ip decrees ard deeretals, fathers. councels, holp ddccours, 
Feſtinale,Legendaaurea, Auſtens rule, Bexersrille, 6a- 
ſis rule, Bernards rule, Domwmks rule, Francesxule, and 
now laft of all Cantcrbury tales with a dung-cart ſul alſo 
of vwyitten verities, Thele haue beene- bzought in, any 
taught bythe ſpirits of ereour, the very guides @ taxes of 
Antichuts church, # therfoze they cowd not but erre, But 
the church of Jeſus Chxſt, & cuery member of the ſame, 

is gouerned with cne [pirit of tructh chat cannoctie, 
therefoze cannot theperre, cren with the ſpirit of - 
Chult,thc holy ghoft, vnto whorn, with 
the fachcr,and the ſonne,be a!l 

thanks, laud, pzaicſe 

and eſlozte, 

Amen, 


} 


Wiitten the eleventh day ofthe moncth of Tulie, 
Anno Domuul 15 5 0, 


